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REPORT OF THE SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND SPORTS ON
THE RETURNED NATIONAL SPORTS B[LL,20/23

1.O. INTRODUCTION

The National Sports Bill, 2021, a Private Member's Bill was tabled for FirsL
Reading on Thursday loth November 2022. The Bill was referred to thc
Committee on Education and Sports in accordance with Rule 129(1) of the Rule s
of Procedurc of Parliament. Following the first reading of the National Sports Bill,
2021 , on Tfresday 6th December 2022, the Minister responsible for Education
and Sports tabled the Physical Activity and Sports BilI,2022 for First Reading.
This Bill, too, was subsequently referred to the Committee on Education and
Sports in accordance with Rute 129(i) of the Rules of Procedure of Parliament.
The Committee considered the Bills in accordance with Rules 129 and 189(c) of
the Rules of Procedure of Parliament and harmonised the two Bills into the
National Sports Bill.

On Thursday 2na March, 2023, Parliament considered and passed the National
Sports Bill. Subsequently, the Clerk to Parliament transmitted a Presentation
Copy of the Bill to H.E, the President, for assent.

The President, in accordance with Article 91 (3) (b) of the Constitution withheld
his assent to the Bill and returned it to Parliament for reconsideration. The
President, in a letter addressed to the Rt. Hon. Speaker dated 17fr May, 2023,
requested reconsideration of the Bill on the following grounds:

1. Clauee 2 - Interpretation

H.E, thc President proposes that t

(

rm "Representative" hould be defined.

2. Section 32-Board of the National Council of Sports

Section 32(2) provides thaL "the Board shall consist of the following Members-

(o)a representative from the Ministry responsible for sports;

(b)two representatives of the regions of Uganda, one of whom shall be a
person with disability;
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(c) a representative of the national sports associations or the national sports
federation;

(d)a repre sentative of the athletes;
(e) a representative of the private sector; and
(f) a person with experience in sports administration

H.E, the President proposes that section 32(2) shoutd be amended follows;

(l) The National council of sports shall have a Board of seven members which
shall be the Governing Board of the Council.

(2) The Board shall consist of the Chairpcrson and other six members;

(a) a representative from the Ministry responsible for sports;

(b) two representatives from any two traditional regions of Uganda;

(c) a representative of the National Sports Associations or the National
Sports Federations;

(d) a representative of the athletes;
(e) a representative of the private sector; and
(f) a person with experience in sports administration

(3) A member of the Board referred to in subsection (2) shall be a person with
knowlcdge and experience in sports administration.

(a)The Minister shall appoint the
consideration the following:

members of the Board, taki rnto

(a) the interests of the sports sector;

(b) the shareholders of the sports sector;

(c) persons with disability;

(d) gender balance.

H.E, the President argues that there is the need to have a small Board that will
not put a financial strain on Government resources. The same has been done for
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other Government agencies and authorities and that this will also ease decision
making.

3. Section 7S-Public Sports Facilities

Section 75(1) provides that the land on which the public sports facilities are
established and the public sports facilities thereon shall vest in the Council. H.E,
the President proposes the need to make provisions for the Schedule of the
Sports facilities that will vest in the Council specifying the location, acreage and
current registered proprietor/s of the Sports facilities. The procedure for vesting
the property in the Council should also be provided.

4. Schedule 2- National Sports Disciplines Recognized at the
Commencement of the Act.

H.E, the President noted that whereas National Council of Sports has 51
recognized National Sports Federations, the list in Schedule 2 provide for 50
National Sports Federations/Associations.

ln addition, kickboxing provided for under the Schedule is no longer a recognized
sport by the Council and should therefore be deleted. Archery should be added
in the Schedule since it is recognizcd by thc National Council of Sports.

On Tuesday 2oth June 2023, in accordance with Rule 143 (1) of the Rules of
Procedurc of Parliament, the Rt. Hon. Speaker read the request of H.E, the
President to the House and referred the Bill to the ommittee on Education and
Sports for reconsideration

2.O. ROLE OF A COMMITTEE IN CON
BY THE PRESIDENT

TION OF A BI RETURNED

Article 91 of the Constitution imposes an obligation on Parliament to ensure that
a bill passed by Parliament is, as soon as possible, presented to the President for
assent.

The same Article imposes an obligation on the President to, within thirty days
after a bill is presented to him or her-

(a) assent to thc Bill;
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(b) return the bill to Parliament with a request that the Bill or a particular
provision of it be reconsidered by Parliament: or

(c) notify the Speaker in writing that he or she refuses to assent to the Bill.

Clause (4) of article 91 provides that where a Bill has been returned to Parliament
under clause (3)(b) of Article 91, as is the case with the National Sports Bill,
Parliament is obligated to reconsider the Bill and if passed again, it is presented
for a second time to the President for assent.

Rule 143 of the Rules of Procedure of Parliament guides Parliament and a
Committee to which a returned Bill by H.E, the President is referred to by
Parliament. The Rule requires the Speaker to read to the House, the request
from thc Prcsident and thereafter refer the Bill to the relevant Committee which
is required to consider the recommendations of the President and report to the
House r.r,ithin two weeks.

The Committee to which a Bill returned by H.E, the President is referred to is,
therefore, obligated to only examine the matters referred to in the Prcsident's
letter.

In thc same spirit, in accordance with Rule 143 (4) of the Rules of Procedure of
Parliament, the House, when considering the matters referred to in the
President's request should restrict itself to consideration of matters referred to
in the message of the President or to any suggestion relevant to the subject
matter of the amendment recommended by the President.

Rule 143 (6) of the Rules of Procedure of Parliament provides that an amendment
relevant to the subject matter of an amendment recommended by the President
may bc moved but no further amendment shall be moved to the Bill unless it is
consequential upon, incidental or alternative to an amcndment recommended
by the President

Thus, it is evident that-

(a) thc Committee's role is ited to only examinin the recommendations of
the President or any suggestion relevant to th subject matter of the
amendmcnt recommended by the President and reporting to the House
within two weeks of the referral of the Bill to it;

(b) the Committee can only propose and the House can only allow
armendments to the Bill which are relevant to the subjcct matter of an
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amendment recommended by the Presidcnt, consequential upon,
incidental or alternative to, an amendment recommended by the President.

3.O. CONSIDERATIOIT OF'MATTERS R"BTURNED BY THE PRESIDENT

The Committee has examined the provisions returncd for reconsideration by H.E,
the President and hereby reports-

3. 1. Clause 2-Interpretation.

The first proposal by H.E the President relates to the need to define the word
"representative".

Committee obsenration

The committee has examined the proposal by H.E the President on the need to
define the word "representative' and observes that the use of the word
"representative" under clause 32 (2) (b), (c) and (d) presupposes that those
constitucncies/stakeholders to be represented on the Board have organisations
that bring them togethcr from which representatives to the Board will be
appointed, whereas not. Therefore, there is need to define the word
"representative". However, It should be noted that since the word
"representative" is used in other clauses other than clause 32 (2), it is
appropriate that the word "representative" be defined under clause 32 to make
the definition applicable to only clause 32.

Recommendatlon

In order to ensure effectlue lm,plementa;tion oJ the provision bg the Mlnlster
ln o.ppolnting members oJ the Board., the Commlltee recommends that
clause 32 should be amcnded, to includ,e the definition of the uord.
orepresentatiae",

3.2 Clause 32-Board of the Nat ional Council of orts

H.E, the President proposes that section 32(2) should be amended follows;

(1)The National Council of Sports shall have a Board of Seven Membcrs w h
shall bc the Governing Board of the Council

(2) The Board shall consist of the Chairperson and other six members;
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(a) a rcpresentative from the Ministry responsible for Sports;

(b) two representaLive from any other two traditional regions of Uganda;

(c) a representaLive of the National Sports Associations or the National
Sports Federations;

(d) a representative of the athletes;

(e) a representative of the private sector; and

(f) a person with experience in sports Administration

(3)A membcr of the Board referred to in subsection (2) shall be a person with
knowledge and experience in sports administration.

(4) The Minister shall appoint the members of the Board, taking into
consideraLion the following;

(a) the interests of the sports sector;

(b) the shareholders of the sports sector;

(c) persons with disability;

(d) gender balance

H.E, the President argues that there is
not put a financial strain on Governm

e need to ha e a small Board that will
ent resources at the same has been

done for other Government Agencies and Authorities and that this will also ease
decision making.

The Committce examined the proposal by H.E, the President under clause 32
and noted that the request by H.E, the President, relates to the following issues:

(o)the size of the Board;
(b) the replacement of clause 32(2)(bl to read as follows

"(b) two representatives from any two traditional regions of Uganda;";

t-'l\- ltA
LLI u-

7

,94,

-frs.r6( -tr'

\\t

$

u>

l-



(c) in sub-clause (3), by inserting the word "administration" at the end of the
provision; and

(d)the replacement of the phrase "stakeholders of the sports sectoC' as one of
the considerations by the Minister while appointing members of the Board
with the phrase "shareholders of the sports sector".

Committee obeervation

The Committee observed that whereas the Bill does not specihcally state that
the Board of the National Council of Sports shall consist of seven members,
the Bill carries the same spirit in the composition of tl'rc Board. Thcrcfore, in
order to enhance clarity, the Committee is agreeable to the President's
proposal to have the number of the Board members clearly stated and to
clearly provide for the representation of any two traditional regions of Uganda
on the Board, by two pcrsons.

The Committee however noted that it was not clcar what the traditional regions
of Uganda are given that they are not specified under the law. It therefore,
observed the need to make reference to the First Schedule of the Constitution
of the Republic of Uganda, 1995 which provides for the regions of Uganda.

As regards the use of the phrase "shareholders of the sports sector" as
proposed by H.E, the President, the Committee observed that the use of the
phrase "stakeholders of the sports sector" as used under clause 32(4) is more
appropriate and encompassing given that the word shareholder restricts the
Minister's powers to the interests of persons who have a monetary stake in the
sports sector

Recornmendation

Tlu Committee recommends th<r.t:

(a) the number of members of the Board sll,rluld. be clearlg spec{7ed. as
seaen (7);

(b) clause 32 (2) (b) should. be amcnded. to read, as "tuto persons u.tho
shall be tuto representathns from ang tuto traditional regions
Uganda spec{1ed,ln the First Schedule otthe Constittttion;
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(c) clause 32 (3) should. be amended to insert the uord, ,,administration"
lmmedlatelg afier the uord ospotts"l and.

(d) the use of the phrase ustakehold.ers of the spor-ts sectorn under
clause 32(4) should. be naintained..

3.3 Section ?S-Public sports facilities

Section 75(1) provides that the land on which the public sports facilities are
established and the public sports facilities thereon shall vest in the Council. H.E,
the President proposes the need to make provisions for the Schedule of the
Sports facilities that will vest in the Council specifying the location, acreage and
current registered proprietor/s of the Sports facilities. The procedure for vesting
the property in the Council should also be provided.

Committee obsenration

The Committee, while examining the proposal by H.E, the President, obtained a
list of public sports facilities from the National Council of Sp<lrts indicating
following:

Registered
Proprietor

National Council <.lf

Sports

National Council of
Sports

National Council of
Sports

Pece Stadium 5O Hcctare Northern
Region

2

-1f LL(i'L-

ljl

Land Size
(Acresl

Location/
Region

I

Name of Sports
Facility

s/N

Cricket Oval Lugogo Sports
Complex

Volley Courts National Council of
Sports

3 Indoor Stadium National Council of
Sports

Tennis Courts

Lugogo Sports
Complex

Lugogo Sports
Complex

Lugogo Sports
Complex

4

5 Hockey Pitch

13.7 Acres

Lugogo Sports
Complex

6 Gulu City
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8

Kaunda Sports
Ground

t.,s.{(S\ 10

@* ALp""
\

7

HiltArua
Stadium

Northern
Region

Northern
Region

9 Barifa Stadium Northern
Region

Gulu District

Arua City

Arua City

10 BuaAkii
Stadium

Northern
Region

Lira Municipal

11 Northern region Adjumani District

t2 Eastern Region Jinja City

13

Adjumani
Stadium

Kakindu
Stadium

Mbale Stadium Eastern Region Mbale City

I4 SportsKumi
Ground

1O Acree Eastern Region Kumi Municipal

15 Kaguta Sports
Ground

1O Acree Eastern Region Kalaki District

16 SportsSoroti
Ground

t7 King George V
Stadium

27.5 Acres Eastern Region

Eastern Region

Soroti District

Tororo Municipal

18 ViewElgon
Stadium

Eastern Region Elgon View School

l9 Oligoli Stadium Eastern Region Soroti City

so.2
Hectares

Mandcla
National
Stadium

20 Central Region

---:

Ministry of Education
and Sports &
Ministry of Finance
Planning and
Economic
Development
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22

Central Region Ministry of Education
and Sports

Masaka
Recreation
Ground

Central Region Masaka City

Kampala Capital City
Authority

23 MTN Omondi
Stadium

Central City

24

25

Kakyeka
Stadium

Western Region Mbarara City

Kabale Stadium Western Region Kabala City

Buhinga
Stadium

Western Region Fort Portal City

Masindi Stadium Western Region

Western RegionHoima
Ground

Sports Hoima City

29 Bushenyi Sports
Ground

Western Region Bushenyi District

30 Rukungiri Sports
Ground

Western Region Rukungiri Municipal

Nakivubo
Memorial
Stadium

War

26

27 Masindi District

28

The Committee examined the list of public sports facilities and observed that
most of the public sports facilities are owned by local governments and do not
have the full particulars of the land. including the block, plot and acreage.

The Committee therefore, further scrutinised the entire clause 75 and noted that
the provision had an effect of vesting all properties on which public sports
facilities are established, including land owned by local governments to the
National Council of Sports. The implication of this is deprivation of local
governments and other entities of their right to own property, contrary to Article
26 (21 of the Constitution of the Republic of Uganda
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Article 26 states

Article 26: Protectionfrom deprluation of propertg

(1) Euery person has a right to ottn property either indiuiduallg or in
association uith others.

(2) No person shall be compulsoilg depriued of propertA or ang interest in or
right ouer property of any desciption except uthere tle follouing conditions
are satisfted-

(a) tte taking o..fpossession or acEtisition is necessary for public use or
in the interest of defence, public safetg, public order, public moralitg
or public lrcalth and

(b)the ampulsory taking o.f possession or acquisition of propeftg is
made under a laut uthich makes prouision for-

o prompt payment offair and adequate compensation, pior
to the taking of possession or acquisition of the propertg;
and

(iil a right of access to a coutt of lau by ang person who lLas
an interest or ight ouer th.e propertg.

The Committee also noted that section I77 (Il of the Local Governments Act,
Cap.243 provides that all property and assets which were vested in the district,
sub-county and urban councils immediately before the commencement of this
Act shall continue to be so vested subject to all interests, liabilities, charges,
obligations and trusts affecting that property.

According to section6 (1) of the Local Governments Act, local governments
possess a corporate status with rights to own property in their own names.
Accordingly, the land on which public sports facilities and the public sports
facilities are situated is registered in the names o[ the respective local
governments and therefore lawfully owned by local government.

Recommend.ation

The Committee reco nds hat clause 75 s ld, tu deleted., +
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3. 4 Schedule 2- National sports disciplines recognised at the
commencement of the Act.
H.E, the President noted that whereas National Council of Sports has 51
recognized National Sports Federations, the list in Schedule 2 provide for 5O

National Sports Federations/Associations.

In addition, kickboxing provided for under the Schedule is no longer a recognized
sport by the Council and should therefore be deleted. Archery should be added
in the Schedulc as it is recognized by the National Council of Sports.

Committee obsenration

The Committee has examined the proposal by H.E, the President and observed
that the National Sports Bill as returncd by the President under Schedule 2 does
not include kickboxing.

Thc Committee further considered the issue raised by H.E, the President relating
to the number of National Sports Federations recognised by the National Council
of Sports and noted that Schedule 2 lists the sports disciplines and not Sports
Federations as stated in thc President's letter. Whereas the sports federations
which are 51 include the Association of Uganda University Sport, this is not a
sports discipline and therefore could not be included in the Schedule. This leaves
the number of sports disciplines at fifty (50).

Recommr:ndation U

The Committee recommend,s that Archery sports dlscipline be ad.ded. as
proposed bg the H,E, the President since it is recognised. bg the National
Councll o/Sports.

r\.
I beg to report
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AMENDMENTS TO THE NATIONAL SPORTS BILL, 2023 AS RETURNED By
H.E, THE PRESIDENT

CLAUSE 32: BOARD OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SPORTS

Clause 32 is substituted for the following-

"32. Board, of National Councll of SporAs

(1) fhe Council shall haue a Board uhich shall be tle goueming bodg of the
Council.

(2) The Board shall consist of seuen members appointed bg the Minister

@ fhe Milister shall appoint a chairperson of tte Board from among the
members of the Board.

ft)The Board shall comprise of -

(a) a representatiue of the Ministry responsible for sports;

(b) ttuo representatiues from ang tuto traditional regions of Uganda
specified in the ft-rst Schedule of the Constitution;

(c) a representatiue of the national sports o.ssociations or the national
sports federations;

(d) a representatiue of the athletes;

(e) arepresentatiue ofthe piuate sector; a

(fl a person uithknouledge and expeience in sports administration.

(5) fhe Minister shall in appointing members of the Board take into
considerat ion the follouing -

(a) interests of the sports sector;

(b) stakeholders of the sports sector;

(c) persons uith disabilitg; and

(d)gender balance.
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(6) In this section, "representatiue" means a person appointed bg the
Minister to be a member of the Board to represent the stakeholders under
subsection (a)@),(b), (c) and (d)"

Justilication

To enhance claritya

CLAUSE 75: PUBLIC SFORTS FACILITITSI

Dclcte clause 75

Justification
r To ensure compliance with the Constitution of the Republic of Uganda and

the Local Government Act, Cap. 243

AMENDMENT OF SCHEDULE 2

Schedule 2 is amended by inserting immediately after the words "American
football", the word "Archer/'

Justilication
To include Archery as a sports discipline since it is recognised by the $ational
Council of Sports L
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE EDUCATION AND SPORTS COMMITTEE

No Name Constituen
Bunyaruguru
County

Party Signature
1 Hon. Twesigye John

Ntamuhiira CIP
NRM-

2 Hon. Kubeketerya
James
Hon. Ndeezi Alex

Bunya East NRM
\l

3 PwD NRM \\ \t.1. ,

---l--+--- r- F.
4 Hon. Lokwang Philips

Ilukol
Napore West NRM

5 Hon. Acon lulius Bua

Hon. Asiimwe Molly
Musiime

Otuke NRM E*--
6 DWR-

Rwaampara
NRM

NRM
tE_a

7 Hon. Timuzigu
Kamuqisha Micheal

Kajara

8 Hon. Nyakato Dorothy

Hon. Tibasiima loram
Ruranga

DWR-
Kitaqwenda

NRM v

9 Older Persons-
Western

NRM

10 Hon. Katusiime Annet
Mugisha

DWR-Bushenyi NRM

11 Hon. Mutumba Abdul Kiboqa West NRM

t2 Hon. Acibu Aqnes DWR-Nebbi NRM

13 Hon. Linda Irene FortPortal City NRM

t4 Hon. Paparu Lillian Obiale DWR-Arua NRM

15 Hon. Etuka Isaac Joakino Upper Madi NRM wiwz4tu
16 Hon. Ismail Muhammad

Lomwar
Kotido
Municipality

NRM

t7 Hon. Lt. Col. Dr Alanyo
lennifer

UPDF Rep
/\'Lr.v'*1u

18 Hon. Edson Ruq8rntyo Western Youth NRM

19 Hon. Binqi Patrick Nyanzi Butemba NRM

20 Hon. Nabukenya Brendah DWR Luwero NUP
21 Hon. Sewungu Joseph Kalunqu West NUP
22 Hon. Nsamba Patrick

Oshabe
Kassanda North NUP

23 Hon. Kakembo Michael Entebbe Mun NUP



a

Hon. Ongiertho
Emmanuel

Kumi Mun

24 Jonam FDC

Hon. uzu Lee Denis25
26
27

FDC

Hon. Makhoha Mar aret

Maracha
Busia Mun INDHon. Macho Geoffre
DWR Busia IND

28 DWR Mbale IND

29 IND

w
30

DWR Rakai

Buruli County

31 Laro Pece
Division

IND

IND

32

Hon. Nakayenze Connie

Hon. Suubi Kinyamatama
luliet K.

Hon. Akugizibwe Aled
Ronald
Hon. Onen Charles

Hon. on Silas

Galiwan o

IND
(
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17th May, 2023

-*.t. Hon. Anita Arnong
Speaker
Parliament of Uganda
KAMPALA
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RE: THE NATIONAL SPORTS BILL, 2or2u.

I have received the National Sports Bill, 2023 for assent. I have
been advised that there are provisions that need to be reviewed in
order to facilitate the proper regulation of the Sports Sector as
listed below;

l. Section 2 - There's need to define the term "Representative".

2. Section 32 - Board of the National Council of Sports.

Section F2l2l provides that "the Board shali consist of the
following Members-

a. A representative from the Ministry responsible for Sports;
b. Two representatives of the Regions of Uganda, one of whom

shall be a Person with Disability;
c. A representative of the National Sports Association or the

National Sports Federations;
d. A representative of the Athletes;
e. A representative of the Private Sector; and
f. A person with experience in Sports Administration.

1

Section g2 l2l should be amended to provide as below;



,

1. The National council of sports shall have a Board of Seven

Members which shall be the Governing Board of the council.

2. T:ne Board shall consist of the chairperson and other six

Members;

a. A representative from the Ministry responsible for Sports;

b. Two representatives from any two Traditional Regions of

Uganda;
c. A representative of the Nationa-l sports Associations or the

National Sports Federations;
d. A representative of the Athletes;
e. A representative of the Private Sector; and

f. A person with experience in Sports Administration.

3. A member of the Board referred to in subsection (2) shall be

a person with knowledge and experience in Sports

Administration.

4. The Minister shall appoint the Members of the Board, taking
into consideration the following;

a. The interests of the Sports Sector;

b. Th; Shareholders of the Sports Sector;

c. Persons with DisabilitY;
d. Gender balance.

The justification for the proposed amendment is the need to have

a small Board. that will not put a financial strain on Government

resources. The salne has been done for other Government Agencies

and Authorities. It will also ease decision making.

3. Section ?5 - Public Sports Facilitles

Section ?5 (U provides tl.at the land on which the public sports

facilities are established and the public sports facilities thereon

shall vest in the Council. There's need to make provision for the

Schedule of the Sports facilities that will vest in the Council

2



specifying the location, acreage and current registered

pfoprietgr/S of the Sports facilities. The procedure for vestine the

Property in the Council should also be provided.

5. Schedule 2 - National sports Disciplines Recognized at
the Commencement of the Act

Whereas National Council of Sports has 51 recognized National
Sports Federations, the list in Schedule 2 provides for 5O National
Sports Federations / Associations.

In addition, kickboxing provided for under the Schedule is no

longer a recognized sport by the Council and should, therefore, be

deleted. Archery should be added in the Schedule as it is

recognized by the National Council of Sports.

Therefore, in accordance with Article 91(3) (b) of the 1995

Constitution, I am, hereby, returning the Bill to Parliament for

reconsideration of the Clauses mentioned above.

Yoweri usevenl
PRESIpENT
Encs.....

Copy to:
Rt. Hon. Prime Minister
Hon. First Lady and Minister of Education and Sports

Hon. Attorney General, Ministry of Justice and

Constitutional Alfairs

a
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THE NATIONAL SPORTS ACT,2023

An Act to provide for the establishment of the National Recognition
and Reward Scheme; to provide for the declaration of national
sportsi to provide for registration of national sports associations
and national sports federations; to continue in existence the
National Council of Sports; to provide for the administration
and management of sports in Uganda; to establish the National
Anti-Doping Organisation; to provide for the role of the Uganda
Olympic Committee; to provide for the settlement of sports
disputes; to repeal the National Council of Sports Act, Cap. 4E;
and for related matters.

Darr or Asserl-r:

Date o/ Comntencemenl:

BE IT ENACTED by Parliament as follows

Penr l-Pnerruru,rnr'

l. Commencement
( I ) Subject to subsection (2). thisAct shall come into tbrce on

the date of its publication in the Gazette.

(2) The Minister shall. by statutory instrument. commence
section 7 on a date to bL'spccificd in the statutory instrument.
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2. Interpretation
In this Act. unless thc contcxt otherw'ise requires-

2023

"agent" means a person who represents an athlete under a
professional contract:

'amateur sport" means an activity involving physical exertion
or skill in w'hich an individual or team competes against
another for pleasure as a pastimc cvcnt or for recreational
or health purposes or as training to become profcssional;

"athlete" means a person who participates in a sports event
or a sports competition organised by a national sports
association or a nal.ional sports federation. or regulated by
an international sports goveming bodyl

"beneficial owner" means a natural person who ultimately owns
or controls a national sports association or a national
spons f'ederation or thc natural person on whose behalf a
transaction is conducted in the national sports association
or national sports federation" and includes a natural person
who exercises ultimate control over a national sports
association or a national sports fedcration:

"Board" means the Board cstablished under section 32:

"comnrercial right" means a right of a commercial nature"
connected with a sports event such as image rights.
audio-visual rights. media rights. endorscrncnt
and official supplier rights. sponsorship rights.
merchandising rights. licensing rights. advertising
rights. hospitality rights. promotional rights. incorporeal
rights. intetlectual property rights. rights arising under
thc Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act. 2006 and
includes. any other rights the Ministcr may by statutory
instrumenI prescribel
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"Council" means the National Council of Sports specified under
section 27:

"currency point" has the value assigned to it in Schedule I to
this Act;

"doping" means the use of prohibited substances and methods in
any sporting activity whether competitive or recreational
in order to artificially enhance performancel

"manager" means a person who invests or is employed by an

athlete for an economic benefit;

"Ministcr" mcans the Minister responsible for sports;

"Ministry" means the Ministry responsihle for sports;

"National Anti-Doping Organisation" means the National Anti-
Doping Organisation established under section 5l:

"national sports association" means an organisation registered in
accordance with this Act to dcvclop. promotc. manage and
regulate amateur sport:

"national sports federation" means an organisation registered in
accordance with this Act to develop. promote. managc and
regulate a professional sport and an amateur sport;

"national sports organisation" means a community sports club. a

national sports association and a national sports federation;

"professional sport" means an activig, involving physical
erertion or skill in which an individual or team compctcs
against another as an economic activity with the objective
of eaming fees or making profitl

"Prohibited List" mears the list developed by the World Anti-
doping Agency for purposes of identifying prohibited
substanccs and prohibited methodsl

"prohibited substance" means any substance or class of
substanccs. prcscribed on the Prohibited List;
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"promoter" means a person who invests in an athlete with thc
intenlion of improving the athlete's talent;

"sports" means an activit)' involving physical exertion and skill
in which an individual or a team participatcs or competes;

"World Anti-Doping Agency" means the sports body set up
tbr the purposes of coordinating anti-doping activities
uorldwide.

3. Objcct of Act
( I ) The object of this Act is to promote recreation and sports

for the citizens of Uganda by the State. in accordance with Article 8A
of thc Constitution and National Ohjective and Directive Principle of
State Policy XVII by-

(a) consolidating the law relating to the registration and
regulation of national sporls associations and national
sports t'ederations:

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

promoting amateur and prot'essional sports:

codifying the obligations of Uganda under international
sports go!'erning statutesl

providing for sports disputes resolution mcchanismsl and

promoting the participation of schools and institutions of
higher leanring in sports.

In accordance with subsection (l ). Govemment shall-

coordinate sports activities at the national level;

prescribe the standards to guide the sports industry in
fTganda:

support capacitli building ofthe human resource engaged
in sports: and

(2)

(a)

(b)

(c)
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(d) facilitate the activities of national teams and national
athletcs representing Uganda in intemational spons
competitions.

4, Organisation of sports at national and international levels
(1) Sports and sports competitions at thc national lcvel. in

Uganda. shall be organised through national sports associations and
national sports federations.

(2\ Uganda shall be represented at international sports
competitions and events by athletes and national teams identified
and promoted by the national sports associations and national sports
federations and supported by the Government.

5. National Recognition and Reward Scheme
(l) There is established. the National Recognition and

Reward Schemc which shall be a scheme of Govemment to recognise
and award outstanding and desen'ing sports personalities who bring
honour to Uganda.

(2) The Minister may. in consultation with the Minister
responsible for finance and the Minister responsible for public sen'ice.
by statutory instrument. prescribe the awards. including monetary
payments. pension and gratuity that may be awarded to the sports
personalities under the National Recognition and Reward Scheme
established under subsection ( I ).

Pear II-NerroNer- Sponrs Oncarrserrous

6. Declaration of national sport
(1 t A person who intends to have a sport discipline declared a

national sport shall. in the prescribed form. make an application t<l the
Council.
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The application referred to in subsection ( 1) shall-

be made by a citizen or a person resident in Ugandal and

be accompanied by the prescribed fee.

(2)

(a)

(b)

(3) The Council may. upon being satisfied that the applicant
mects the requirements for the application. declare a sports discipline.
a national sport.

(4) The Counci[ shall. in determining whetherasport discipline
is eligible for declaration as a national sport, takc into account thc
following-

(a) the nature ofthe sportl

(b) the popularity ofthe sport;

(c) the potential socio-economic impact of the sport;

(d) thc rccognition of thc sport by an intcmational spons
governing body. where applicable:

(el the presence ofsports facilities to be used tbr the sport:

(0 the ptan of the applicant to promote the sport in Uganda;
and

(g) any other factor as the Council may determine.

(5) The Council may withdraw the recognition of a spons
discipline as a national spoft discipline where circumstances occur
that u'ould render a sports discipline ineligible lbr declaration under
this section.

(6) Notwithstanding subsection ( 1). a sport discipline Iisted in
Schedule 2 of this Act shall. from the commencement of this Act. be
recognised as a national sport declared under thisAct.
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7. National sports association and national sports federation
(l) A national sports association and a national sports

federation shall be registered under this Act to manage a sports
discipline at national level.

(2) There shall he registered only one national sports
association or national sports federation for a sports discipline.

( 3 ) A national sports association or a national sports federation
registered under this Act shall, on registration. be a body corporate
with perpetual succession and may. in its corporate name. for and in
connection with its functions under this Act-

(a) acquire. hold and dispose of movable and immovable
propertyl

(b) suc or bc sued: and

(c) do all such other acts and things for the proper discharge
of its functions as may lawfully be done by a body
corporate.

8. Membership of national sports organisations
A national sports organisation shall define its mcmhership in its
respective constitution.

9. Eligibility for registration as national sports association
(l) A national sports association that wishes to be registcred

shall-
(a) be engaged in amateur sports for the sports disciplinel

(h) have a national character and for this purpose shall be a
sports activity-

(i) with the participation of lJgandans in at least fift1,
percent ofthe districts ofUganda: and
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(ii) ufiose leadership is elected by an annual general
assembly comprised of persons drawn from at least
fifty percent of the districts of Uganda.

(2) The Minister shall, by statutory instrument. make
regulations to prescribe procedures for transforming a national sports
association to a national sports federation.

10. Eligibility for registration as national sports federation
A national sports federation that rvishes to be registered as such shall
be engaged in a sports discipline with a national character and for this
purpose shall be a sports activity-

(a) with the participation of Ugandans in at least seventy'-five
percent ofall the districts ofLlganda: and

(b) whose leadership is elected by an annual general assembly
comprised of persons drawn from at least half of the
districts of Uganda.

11. Application for registration
( I ) A national sports association or a national sports federation

eligiblc for registration under section 9 or 10. may apply to the Council
for registration in the manner prescribed by regulations made under
this Act and on payment of the prescribed application fee.

(2) An application fbr registration as a national sports
association or a national sports federation under subsection (l) shall
include-

(a) the name and address of the applicant national sports
association or national sports federation;

(b) the lcadcrship and governance structure of the applicant
national sports association or national sports fcdcration:

(c) the sources of the l'unds of the applicant national sporls
association or national sports federation:
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(d) the name and address of the accounting officer of the
applicant national sporls association or national sports
fcderation:

(et the sports discipline the applicant national sports
association or national sports federation intends to manage;

(0 the symbols. slogans and colours ofthe applicant national
sports association or national sports fcdcrationl

(g) the national and international affiliation of the applicant
national sports association or national sports fcderation.
w'here applicable; and

(h) such other information as may be prescribed by
regulations.

(3) An application for registration under this section shall be
accompanied by-

(a) a certified copy of the constitution of the national sports
association or the national sports federation;

(b) a certified copy of a certificate of incorporation of the
national sports association or the national sports federation.
where applicable:

(c) a list of the members of the national sports association or
the national sports federationl

(d) a report of the sports activities of the national sports
association or the national sports federation conducted
within a period of one ycar prior to the application;

(e) a list of the districts of Uganda u,here the national sports
association or the national sports t'ederation has prcscncc;
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(0 the minutes of the annual general assembly of the national
sports association or the national sports federation that
elected the leaders ofthe national sports association or the
national sports federation:

(g) evidence of payment of the application fee; and

(h) any other information that may be prescribed by
regulations.

12. Consideration of application
( I ) '[he Council shall-
(a) publish an application rnade under section I I in the Gazette

and in a media of wide circulation: and

(b) invite objections to the application from the public.

(2) An objection made under this section shatl be handled in a
manner prescribed by regulations.

(l) The Council may reject an application for rcgistration
as a national sports association or a national sports f'ederation.
where-

(a) there is already in existencc'. a national sports association
or a national sports f'ederation responsiblc for the proposed
sp<lrts discipline:

(b) thc applicant is not eligible for registration as a national
sports association or a national sports federation under
section 9 or l0:

(c) the proposed name of the applicant is misleading or
discriminatory; or

(d) the applican( national sports association or national
sports fcdcration submitted false information in the
application.
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(4) Where the Council rejects an application for registration.
the Council shatl notify the applicant. in writing. stating the reasons for
the rejection and shall give the applicant an opportunity to be heard.

13. Rcgistration of national sports associations and national
sports federations
(l) The Council shall. upon satisfhction that an applicant

national sports association or national sports federation meets the
requirements for registration under this Act. register the national
sports association or the national sports federation and issue it with a
certificate of registration in the prescribed form.

(2) A certificate of registration may contain such terms and
conditions as Lhe Council may prescribe and shall be conclusive
evidence ofauthorisation to operate as a national sports association or
a national sports fcderation within Uganda.

(3) A certificate ofregistration issued under this section shall
be valid for a period ofone year from the date ofissuance.

14. Renewal of certificate of registration
(l) A national sports association or national sports federation

which wishcs to renew its certificate of registration may apply to the
Council for renewal.

(2) Sections 9. 10. lt and 12 shall apply to the renewalofa
certificate of regi stration.

t5. Cancellation of certificate of registration
(I) Thc Council may cancel a certificate ofregistration issued

under this Act where the Council is satisfied that-
(a) the national sports association or the national sports

fcderation has violated the terms or conditions of the
certifi cate of regi strationl
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(b) the national sports association or the national sports
federation no longer meets the requirements for
registration as a national sports association or a national
sports federation;

(c) the national sports association or the national sports
federation has breached the provisions of this Act or any
other law:

(d) the rcgistration was procured through misrepresentation
or non-disclosure of material tacts;

(e) the national sports association or the national sports
federation is no longer recognised bv the intemational
sports governing body to which the national sports
association or the national sports fcderation is affiliated;

(fl the national sports association or thc national sports
Gderation no longer serves the purpose for which it rvas
registeredl or

(g) thc national sports association or the national sports
federation is insolvent.

(2\ 'l'he Council shall. before cancelling thc ccrtificate of
registration of a national sports association or a national sports
t'ederation. notify the national sports association or the national sports
federation in writing, ofthe intention to canccl thc certificate and shall
give the national sports association or national sports fedcration an
opportunity to be heard.

(3 ) A national sports association or a national sports federation
whose certificate of rr-'gistration is cancelled shall cease to operate as a
national sports association or a national sports federation.

(4) Where a certificate of registration is cancelled. the
Council shall rcquest the international sports governing body' t<l

which the national sports association or thL' national sports federation
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is altliated. to appoint a normalisation committee to take over and
control the affairs of the national sports association or lhe national
sports federation for the time being.

(5) The Council shall remove from the register of national
sports associations or national sports federations. a national sports
association or a national sports t'ederation whose certificate of
registration is cancelled.

16. Functions ofnational sports associations and national sports
federations
( I ) A national sports association or a national sports federation

shall. for the sports discipline for w'hich it is registercd-

(a) for team sports. develop. promote and manage sports
clubs and teams of the sports discipline of the national
sports association or the national sports federation:

(b) for individual sports. develop. promote and manage the
athletes of the sports discipline of the national sports
association or the national sports t'ederation;

(c) promote and co-ordinate the activities of the sports
clubs and teams and for individual sports. the athletes
of the national sports association or thc national sports
federationl

(d) in the case of a national sports federation. develop and
promote amatcur and profcssional sports:

(et in the case ofa national sports association. develop and
promotc amateur sport:

(0 organisc and managc national sports competitions for the
sports discipline of the national sporls association or the
national sports federation :

(g) train the athletes to constitute national teams to represent
fTganda in international sports engagements:
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(h) represent Uganda on the intemational goveming body
for the sports discipline ofthe national sports association
or the national sports federation;

(i) maintain a registcr of its mcmbersl

til constitute a national team for lhe respective sport
discipline;

(k) protect the interests of its membersi and

(l) certifu the agents. promoters and managers of the athletes.
and the management contracts with the athlete.

(2) The national sports associations or the national sports
federations shall give accountability for all monies and donations
received from the Government. intemational sports federations.
sponsors. mcmbcr clubs and teams or individuals.

(i) In performing its functions. a national spofts association
or a national sports federation shall-

(a) liaise with the Ministry and the Council: and

(b) enforce the rules and regulations of the national. regional.
continental and intemational sports governing bodies of
the respective sports discipline.

17. Independence of national sports associations and national
sports federations
(l) A national sports association and a national sports

federation shall be independent in the-
(a) performancc ofits functions. duties and in the exercise of

ils porvers: and

(b) interpretation and application of the statutes and
regulations ofthe sports disciplinc as sct by the respective
international governing body.
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(21 Notu,ithstanding subsection (l). the Council may. by notice
in writing. give to a national sports association or a national sports
federation. directions consistent with the applicable law. the rules ofthe
spons disciplinc dcveloped by the respective intemational goveming
body and best sports practices to ensure proper administration and
management of the national sports association or the national sports
federation.

lE. International alfliation of national sports associations and
national sports federations
(l) A national sports association or a national spons federation

may'. in accordance with this Act. affiliate with an international sports
goveming body responsiblc for the relevant sports discipline.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, a national spofts association
or a national sports fcdcration that is affiliated to an intemational
sports governing body shall. in accordance with this Act. continue to
he affiliated to that international sports governing body.

(3) For purposcs of affiliating to an intemational sports
goveming body. the certificate of registration issued to a national sports
association or a national sports federation shall. in addition to other
requirements that may be prescribed by the Minister. by regulations.
be required and shall be submitted prior to approval of affiliation by
the Council. where applicable.

(41 The interpretation and application of this Act shall
recognise the provisions of thc statutes and regulations of the
international sports governing body to w'hich a national sports
association or a national sports federation is affiliated.

19. Management of sports teams and athletcs in international
sports competitions
( I) A national sports association oranarional sports federation

shall constitute a national team for the respectirr sports discipline.



Act National Sports Act 2023

(2) A national sports association or a national sports
federation shall be responsible for developing. selecting, summoning
and managing the national team or the representative team for the
respective sports discipline.

(3) A national sports associatir.ln or a national sports
federation shall regulatc the management of the national team and the
representative team for the respective sports discipline.

(4) Mthout limiting the general effect of subsection (2). a
national sports associalion or a national spons federation shall-

(a) be responsiblc for selecting the national team ofthe sports
discipline:

(b) facilitate the preparation and the participation of the
national team and the national representativc tcam in
international sports events and competitions:

(c) finance the national team and the national representative
team participating in international sports competitions and
events;

(d) mobilise. solicit and manage the t'unds of the national
team of the sports discipline. including funds received
from the Government to finance the expenses of the
national team:

(e) manage the welfare of the memhers of the national team of
the spons discipline:

(0 cmploy and appoint a coach and other technical personnel
for the national team ofthe sports disciplinc; and

(g) coordinate the involvement of Govemment and the
Council in matters relating to the national team of the
sports discipline.

(5) The Minister shall. by statutory instrument. regulate Lhe

management of national teams and athletes in multi-sports discipline
in international sporting events and competitions.
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20. Register of national sports associations and nationel sports
federations
(l ) The Council shall maintain a register of the national sports

associations and the national sports federations that are registered
under this Part.

(2) A national sports association or a national sports fedcration
whose certificate of registration is cancelled shall be removed from the
register.

(3) Anational sports associationoranational sports federation
shall in writing. noti$ the Council of any changes in the information
in the register, within twent_v-one days of the change.

(4) A register shall be in a format prescribed by regulations
nrade under this Act.

(5) A register may be open to inspection by the public. on
payment of fees as may be prescribed.

21. Participation in sports competition outside Uganda
A national sports association or a national sports federation which
intends to-

(a) participate in a sports competition outside Uganda:

(b) enter or send the national team of the sports discipline.
a representative tearn or individual athletes to an
international sports competition :

(c) hire an expatriate to undertake any activity on bchalfofthe
national sports association or the national sports federation
or the national team ofthe sports discipline: or

(d) he affiliated to an international sport govcming body for
the respective sports discipline.

shall apply to the Council for authorisati<ln to do so. in a manner
prescribcd by rcgulations.
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22. Annual financial report of national sports associations and
national sports federations
( I ) Anational sports association or a national sports federation

shall. within four months after the end of each linancial year of the
national sports association or the national sports fe'dcration. submit to
the Council. a financial report of the association or federation which
shall include-

(a) thc financial statements of the national sports association
or the national sports federation. including thc audited
accounts of the national sports association or the national
sports federationq

(b) the estimates of revenue and expenditure of the national
sports association or the national sports federation for the
proceeding financial year; and

(c) a report ofthe activities ofthe national sports association
or the national sports federation conducted in the financial
year.

(2) The financial report shall be accompanied by-
(a) the minutes of the annual general assembly of the national

sports association or the national sports federation:

(b) a copy of the amendmr-'nt to thc constitution of the national
sports association or the national sports f'edcration. if any:

(c) a list of the members of the national sports association or
thc national sports federation;

(d) a list of the management personnel of the national spons
association or the national sports federationl

(e) a statement on the planned activities for the proceeding
financial 1'ear of the national sports association or the
national spons federation;

(0 a list ofthe sponsors ofthe national sports association or
the national sports fu'dcration: and
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(gt any other information as may be requested for by the
Council.

(3) The Council shall examine the financial report and give
directions to the national sports association or the national sports
federation. as the Council deems necessary.

(4) The report ofthe activitics referred to under subsection ( I )
(c) shall include-

(a) information of the progress and policies of the national
sports association or the national sports federation:

(b) an assessment of the adequacy of the funding for the sports
projects and programme of a national sports association or
a national sports federation:

(c) a report on the condition and status of the facilities and
sports programmes and the degree of change in such
conditions and status since the last rcport:

(d) the projected optimal level of the facilities and sports
programmes of the national sports association or the
national sports federation and the extent of financing
required to meet that level:

(e) a review of the technical adequacy and proven cost
efficiency of the management of the operations of thc
national sports association or the national sports federation:

(0 a progress report on coordination between the national
sports association or the national sports f'edcration and the
intemational sports governing body to which it is affiliated
and local govcrnments. including challenges encountered
and proposals for the f'uture: and

(g) any other information as the Council may. in writing.
request for.
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23. Ccrtification of agents, promoters and managerc of athletes
(l) A person who seeks to be an agent. a promoter or a

managcr of an athlete shall be certified by the respective national
sports association or national spons federation ofthe athlete.

(2) An agent. a promoter or a manager of an athlete shall enter
into a management contract with the athlete and the contract shall
be registered with a national sports association or a national sports
federation.

(3) A national sports associaLion or a national sports federation
shall transmit to thc Council for registration, the list of agents.
promoters and managers of athletes it certifies under subscction ( I ).

14) The Minister shall. by statutory instrument, prescribe for
the certification of agents. promoters and managers and prescribe the
contents of management contracts of agents. promoters and managers
of athletes.

24. Register of beneficial owners
( I ) A national sports association ora nat ional sports federation

with beneficial owners shall keep a register of its heneficial owners
and shall enter in the register the fbllowing particulars-

(a) the names and postal addresses ofeach beneficial owner;

(b) the national identi{ication numbers of the beneficial
owTter:

(c) the date on which each beneficial owner was entered in
thc rcgister as a beneficial owner;

(d) the date on which any person ceased to be a beneficial
orvner: and

(e) any other information as the Minister may prescribe by
regulations.

(l) The register of beneficial owners shall be kept at the
registered office of thc national sports association or the national
sports federation except that-
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(a) if entry of beneficial owners in the register is done at
another office of the national sports association or the
national sports federation. the register may be kept at that
other office; and

(b) if the national sports association or the national sports
federation arranges with some other person to make entries
in the register on behalfofthe national sports association
or the national sports fcdcration. thc register may be kept
at the offrce of that person at which the entries are made.
but it shall not be kept at a place outside Uganda.

(3) A national sports association or a national sports
federation shall send notice to the General Secretary of the place
where its register of beneficial owners is kept and of any change of
the place. within fourteen days atier creating the register or changing
the place where the register is kept.

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (2). a national sports
association or a national sports federation shall, within fourteen days
after creating the register of beneficial owners. transmit a copy of the
register to the General Secretary'.

(5) The Minister may. b!,statutory instrument. make
regulations generally for giving eft'ect to this section and the
regulations shall prescribe penalties for breach ofthe regulations.

(6) Where a national sports association or a national sports
federation defaults in complying with subsection (l). (2) or (3). the
national sports association or the national sports federation which is
in dcfault is liable for each day ofdefault. to a 6ne offive currency
points.

25. Dissolution of national sports associations and national
sports federations
( I ) A national sports association or a national sports federation

may bc dissoh cd by thc Council where-
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(a) the activities of the national sports association or the
national sports federation contravcnc any ofthe provisions
of this Act or any other law; or

(b) the national sports association or the national spor,ts

fbderation has acted against the security'. unity and
territorial integrity of Uganda.

(2) Notwithstanding subscction ( I ). the members of a national
sports association or a national sports fcdcration may voluntarily
dissolve the national sports association or the national sports federation.
in accordance w'ith the constitution of the national sports association
or the national sports federation.

( 3 ) A national sports association or a national spons federation
shall. in writing and within seven days of maliing the decision to
dissolve a national sports association or a national sports federation.
notiry the Council.

(4) The Council may. upon receipt of the notice refened to
in subsection (3). issue a certiflcate of dissolution to the respective
national sports association or national sports federation.

(5) A national sports association or a national sports
federation shall publish in the Gazettc and in a media of w'ide
circulation. a notice of intention to dissolve. at least three months
bcfore resolution of the members of lhe national sports association
or the national sports federation to dissolve the national sports
association or the national sports federation.

26. Communitl'sportsclubs
(l ) A person who wishes to register a community sports club

shall apply to the Council for a certificate of registration.

(2) A community sports club registered under this Act shall.
on registration. be a body corporate with perpetual succession and
rnal'. in its corporate name. for and in connection with its functions
under this Act-
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acquire, hold and dispose of movable and immovable
prope(y;

suc or be sued: and

do all such other acts and things for the proper discharge of
its functions as may lawfi-rlly be done by a body corporate.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(3) 'lhe Minister shall, by statutory instrumcnt. make
regulations to prescribe-

(a) the application proccdures and requirements for a
community sports club;

(b) criteria for registration of a community sports club;

(c) deregistration of a community sports club:

(d) mattcrs relating to dissolution of a community sports club;
and

(e) other matters required to be prescribed tbr purposcs
of giving effect to the operation and administration of
community sports clubs.

Pnnr III-AoMtNlsrRAl tor\

27. Administration of Act
( t ) The National Council of Sports in existence at the

commencement of this Act shall continue in existence. subject to this Act.

(2) The National Council of Sports in existence and the
commencenlent of this Act shall administer this Act.

(3) The Council shall be a body corporate with pcrpetual
succcssion and shall have an official seal.

(4) The Council shall. in its own name, be capable of suing and
being sued and may for the discharge of its funclions under this Act-

(a) acquire. hold and dispose of moveable and immovable
propcrty: and
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(b) do all acts and things as a hody corporate may laufirlly do

2E. Olficial seal of Council
( I ) The official seal ofthe Council shallbe in a form determined

by thc Board.

(2) The o{Iicial seal shall. when affixed to any document. be
authcnticatcd by the signatures ofthe Chairperson and the secrerary of
the Board.

(3) In the absence of the Chairperson. the person performing
the functions of the Chairperson shall authenticate the seal of the Board.

(4) A document purporting to be an instrument or contract
executed or issued by or on behalfofthe Council in accordance with
this section shall be considered to be so executed or issued until the
contrary is pror,,ed.

29. f,'unctions of Council
( I ) The Council shall-

(a)

(b)

(c)

recognise a sports discipline as a national sports discipline;

register national sports organisations;

promote and regulate the activities of national sports
associations and national sports federations and where
necessary. award medals. certilicates of recognition.
trophies and other incentives:

(d) in collaboration with the national sports associations.
national sports federations. local governments. educational
institutions. communities and the prir,ate scctor. as may be
applicahle-

(i) make provisions for sports facilities. equipment and
training:
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(ii) promote sportsmanship by searching for. identi&ing
and developing sporting talent and cnsuring
discipline among sportspersons:

liii) create public awareness on mafters of national
intcrest through sporting events and on the benefits
of sports to healthl

(e) organise sports clinics and provide advisory and
counselling services to athletes;

(0 develop. manage. operate and maintain the public sports
tacilities vested in the Council under this Act:

establish, operate and maintain sports museums;

approve the expenditure by national sports associations
and national sports federations of funds and grants
reccived from the Govemmentl

(i) facilitate cooperation between and amongst national sports
associations and national sports fcdcrationsl

(j) in collaboration with the Ministry. facilitate the
panicipation of Ugandan athletes and national teams in
i nternational sports competitions;

(k) approve the hosting of intcmational sports competitions
and sports fcstivals by national sports associations and
national sports federations: and

(l) perform any other t'unction as may be rc.quircd under this
Act.

(2 ) For the purposes of subseclion ( I ) (b). the Council shall
maintain registers of the national sports organisations registered under
this Acl in a format prescribed by regulations made under this Act.

(e)

(h)
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other govemment Ministries.
implementation of this Act.
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cooperate with the Ministry and
departments and agencies in the

30. Directions by the Minister
The Minister may. in writing. give directions to thc Council with
respect to the policy to be implemented by the Council.

31. Supervision of national sports associations and national
sports federations
( I ) TheCouncil shall supervisethe national sportsassociations

and the national sports federations.

(h)

For the purposes ofsubsection (1). the Council may-

inspect the offices and facilities of a national sports
associaLion or a national sports federation or appoint a
pcrson to inspect the offices and facilities on its behalf;
and

undertake or cause an audit of the books ofaccounts and
records ofa national sports association or a national sports
federation.

(3 ) The Council shall. every year. conduct a compliance test on
a national sports association or a national sports federation to examine
the compliance of the national sporls association or the national sports
federation with this Act and the constitution of thc national sports
association or lhe national sports federation.

(4) The Council may appoint a person to conduct the
compliance test on behalf of the Council.

(-5 ) A national sports associa(ion or a national sports federation
shall co-operate with the Council or a person appointed by the Council
under subsection (4).

(2)

(a)
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(6) A national sports association or a national sports federation
shall. within one month of being requested by the Council or a person
appointed by the Council. submitto the Councilorthe personappointed
by the Council. intbrmation requcstcd for by the Council or the person
appointed by the Council.

(7) The results of a compliance test shall be submittcd to thc
Council and the Council shall in case ofnon-compliance by a national
sports association or a national sports federalion, inform and direct the
national sports association or thc national sports federation. as the case
may be, to remedy the non-compliance not later than ninery days from
the date of notification of the non-compliance.

32. Board of Natioral Council of Sports
(l) The Council shall have a Board which shall be the

goveming body of the Council.

(2)

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(0

The Board shall consist of the following mcmbers-

a rcpresentative of the Ministry responsible for sports;

two representatives of the regions <lf Uganda. one of whom
shall be a person with disabiliry":

a representative of the national sports associations or the
national sports federations;

a representative ofthe athletes:

a representatir.e ofthe private sectorl and

a person with experience in sports administration.

(3) A member of the Board ref'erred to in subsection (2) shall
be a person with knowledge and experience in sports.
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(-1) The Minister shall appoint thc members of the Board.
taking into consideration the interests of the sports sector and the
stakeholders ofthe sports sector and gender balance.

(5) At leasL a third of the members of the Board shall bc
women.

(6) The Chairperson of the Board shall be appointed by the
Minister from thc members of the Board and shall hold office for four
years and be eligible fbr reappointment for one more term.

33. Tenure of olfice of member of Board
( I ) A member of the Board shall hold office for four years and

is eligible for re-appointment for onc more term.

(2) A member of the Board shall hold office on terms and
conditions specified in his or hcr instrument of appointment.

(3 ) A vacancy on the Board shall be filled within ninety days.
using the procedure prescribed by regulations made under this Act.

(4) The Minister shall. in prescribing the procedure for filling
the vacancy under subsection 13). provide that a person appointed to
fill the existing vacancy serves for a term offour years and is eligible
for reappointment in accordance with subsection (l ).

34. Termination of appointment to Board
(l ) A member of the Board may. at any time. resign his or her

otice by giving thirty days'notice in writing to the Minister.

(2) The Minister may terminate the appointment of a member
of the Board-

(a) if information relating to the conduct of the member. which
could have precluded his or her appointment. is hrought to
the attention of the Minister:
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for incompetencel

for misbehavior or misconduct;

for abuse of office:

for failure to disclose, at a Board meeting, a matter in
which he or she has a personal interest;

where the member is not able to perform the functions of
his or her office arising from infirmity of body or mind. as

may be ascertained by a medical officer:

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(0

(g) where the member is convicted of an offence and is
sentenced to imprisonment for six months or more by a
competent courtl

(h) where the member is declared bankrupt by a competent
courti or

(i) where the member. without prior notice to the Chairperson
of the Board. is absent for four consecutive meetings of
the board. w'ithout suflicient cause.

(3) The Minister shall. before terminating a member of the
Board under subsection (2) (a). (b), (c). (d). (e), (0 or (i) afford the
member an opportunity to be heard.

35. Remuneration of members of Board
The Chairperson and the members of the Board shall be paid such
rcmuncration as thc Ministcr may. in consultation with thc Ministers
responsible for finance and the public scrvice. specifu in thc instruments
of appointment.

36. Mcctings of Board
Schedule 3 to this Act shall have effect in relation to [he meetings of
the Board and other mattcrs providcd for in that Schcdulc.
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37, Committees of Board
(l) The Board may constitute a committee to advise it on

any matter conceming the functions of the Board. as the B<lard may
determine.

12\ I'he Board shall determine the terms of ref'erence of a
committee and the composition of a committee, and in consultation
with the Ministers responsible for finance and the public service. the
terms and conditions of service of a member of a committee.

38. Secretariat of Council
( I ) There shall be a secretariat of the Council headed by the

General Secretary.

(2) The secretariat shall. under the direction and supervision
of the Board. perform the functions of the Council. specified in
section 29.

39. General Secretary
(l ) The General Seoetarl, shall be appointed by the Board on

such tenns and conditions as mav be specified in the instrument of
appointment.

(2) Notwithstanding subscction (l). the General Secretary
shall hold office for five years and is eligible tbr reappointment for
one more term.

(3) The General Secretary shall be the accounting officer of
the Council.

(4) The General Secretary shall be a person of high moral
character and proven integrity' with knowledge and experience in
sports science. la'v!'. sports administration. social sciences. humanities.
development studies or public administration.
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(5) The General Secretary shall cease to hold office where he
or she resigns his or her office. in writing. addressed to the Chairperson
of the Board.

(6)
office-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(0

'lhe Board may remove the Gcncral SL'cretary from

where he or she has been declared bankrupt by a competent
court:

if he or she is convicted of a criminal offence. where the
maximum penalty of the offence exceeds six months
imprisonment without the option of a finel

for inability Lo perform the functions of his or her offrce
arising from infirmity of body or mind, as may be

ascertained by a medical officer:

for abuse of office;

for misbehavior or misconduct; or

for incompetence.

(7) For the purposes of suhsection (6Xc). the Board shall.
prior to removing the General Secretary from officc. notiry the General
Secretary. in writing, and shall give him or her an opportunity to be
heard.

40. Functions ofGeneral Secretary
( I ) Subject to thc gcncral supervision and control ofthe Board.

the Ceneral Secretary shall be the Chief Executive of thc Council and
shall-

(a) ovcrscc the day-to-day operation and administration of
the Council:

(b) implement the policies and programs of the Br-rard and
the agreed objectives. performancc targets and sen,ice
standards agreed upon by the Board:
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(c) manage the assets and liabilities of the Council;

(d) adr,,ice the Board on matters relating to sports and the
functions of the Council;

(e) administer. supervise and exercisc disciplinary control
over the staffof the Councill

(0 kcep the records ofall the transactions ofthe Council;

tfit keep thc minutes of the meetings and the other records of
the Board;

(h) liaise with the relevant national sports associations or
national sports federations with a view of implementing
the functions of the Council and promoting sports in
Uganda: amd

0) pcrform any other function necessary for the proper
implcmentation of this Act or as may be assigned by the
Board.

(2) Thc General Secretary shall. in the performance of his or
her functions. be answerable to thc Board.

41. Other officers and staffof Council
( I ) The Board may. on the advice of the General Secretary.

appoint other officers and staffofthe Council.

(2) An officer or staffappointed under this section shall hold
office on such terms and conditions as nlay be determined by the Board
and as mav be specified in his or her instruments of appointmcnt.

P.qnr IV- FrNnrcrs

42, Funds of Council
'l'he funds of the Council shall consist of-
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(a) money appropriated by Parliament; and

(b) grants and donations from the Government. or with the
approval of the Minister and the Minister responsible for
finance from any other source.

43. Audit
The Auditor General or an auditor appointed by the Auditor General
shall. in each financial"yeat audit the accounts ofthe Council.

14, Annual report and other repofrs
( I ) '[he Board shall. within three months after the end of each

financial year. submit to the Minister, a statement of the activities of
thc Council of the prcceding financial year.

(2) The Board shall. as may be requested. submit to the
Minister. such other reports on its activities or on any other matter.

(3) The Minister shall. within two months after the receipt of
the annual ieport. submit the report to Parliament with any statement
which he or she considers necessary.

45. Compliance with Public Finance Management Act, 2015
The Council shall at all times comply r,r'ith the Public Finance
Managcmcnt Act 2015.

Penr V - Sponrs Fon Scrrot-lr-s Auo lrsrrrLrrroxs
or l{tcurn [.r'anrurrc

46. Authorised sports activities for schools and institutions of
higher learning
( l) The Council shall. w'ith the appror,al of the Ministry and

in consultation with the Ministry responsible for health. authorise the
sports activities in w'hich pupils and students in schools and institutions
of higher learning may participate.
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(2) A school and an institution of higher leaming shall offer at
least fifteen spofts activities fbr the pupils or students. which shall be

sports activities authorised by the Council under subsection (l).

47, Participation in sports for pupils and studerts
A pupil and a student shall be entitled to participatc in the sports
activities offered by the school or institution of higher leaming of the
pupil or student. as the case may be.

4E. National sports competitions
( I ) The Ministry shall. in consultation with the Council.

organise sports competitions for schools and institutions of higher
leaming, for the sports disciplines authorised by the Council under
section 46.

(2) The schools and institutions of higher leaming referred to
in subsection (1) shalt be categoriscd as-

(a) primary level schoolsi

(b) secondary level schoolsl

(c) tertiary' institutionsl zrrd

(d) universities.

(3 ) The sports competitions for the primary level of education
shall be tbr pupils of up to fourtccn years and students of up to twenty
years f<rr the secondary level ofeducation.

(4) The sports competitions. including training for the
competitions. shall be undertaken in accordance with the schedule
issued by the Ministry.

19. Sports associations and national sports committee
(1) For purposes of the national spons compctitions ref'erred

to in section .18. each category of schools or institutions of higher
lc'aming referred to in the section shall have a sports association.
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(2\ There shall be appointed. each year. a national sports
committee to organise sports competitions for schools and institutions
ofhigher learning for the specific year.

(3) 'l'he national sports committee shall comprise ninc
members who shall be appointed by the Minister from amongst
persons nominated by the respective sports associations.

(4) For the purpose ofsubsection (3). each sports association
shall nominate twenty members" from whom the Minister shall appoint
membcrs of the national sports committee.

Prrnr Vl-SPont s Acnorvtrs

50. Sports academies
(l) There shall be in Uganda. sports acadcmics to provide

specialised training in particular sports disciplines for athletes and
sportspersons.

12), Aperson who seeks to operate a sports academy in respect
ofa sports discipline shall be licenced b1,the Council on approval of
thc respective national sports federation.

(3) The Council shall. in licensing asports academy. saf'eguard
the u,elfare. rights and best interest of a child.

Ptnr VII-NerroN a,L AN n-DoprNG ORGAr{rsAroN

51. Establishment of National Anti-Doping Organisation
( I ) There is established. in accordance w'ith the requirements of

the World Anti-Doping Code. the National Anti-Doping Organisation.

(2) The National Anti-Doping Organisation shall be a body
corporate with perpetual succession and shall have an official seal.
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(3) The National Anti-Doping Organisation shall. in its o'*n
name. bc capable ofsuing and being sued and may for the discharge of
its functions under this Act-

(a) acquire. hold and dispose of moveable and immovable
propertyl and

(b) do all acts and things a body corporate may laufully do.

52. Composition of National Anti-Doping Organisation
(l) The National Anti-Doping Organisation shall consist of

the following members-

(a) a chairperson: and

(b) tbur other members. with knowledge and experience in
anti-doping or spons.

(2) The Minister shall appoint members of the National Anti-
Doping Organisation on such terms and conditions as the Minister
may determine.

(3) A member of the National Anti-Doping Organisation shall
hold office for a period of three years and is eligible for reappointmcnt
for one rnorc term only.

(4) A member of the National Anti-Doping Organisation shall
be paid such remuneration as the Minister may'. in consultation with
the Minis(er responsible for finance dctcrmine.

53. Functions of National Anti-Doping Organisation
(l) The National Anti-Doping Organisation shall promote

anti-doping in sports in Uganda-

(a) and shall for this purpose-

(i I in collaboration with the Ministry develop a narional
strategy to address doping in sports:
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(ii) promote and implement the World Anti-Doping
Code and associated Intemational Standards;

(iii) periodicatly publish the Intemational Standards on
anti-doping in the Cazene;

(iv) provide athletes and athlete support personnel rvith
the procedures for the collection and testing of
samples of specimen as spccified by thc World Anti-
Doping Code and Intemational Standards:

(v) select the sporlspersons to provide hodily samples
for testing and collect the samples in accordancc
with the approved World Anti-Doping Code and
lnternational Standards; and

(vi) implement the Anti-Doping Administration and
Management System program:

(b) by testing and analysing samples of specimen of
sportspersons using laboratories accredited by the World
Anti-Doping Agency and securing the safe transmission of
the samples to those laboratories;

(c) by undertaking or coordinating research or causing
research to be undertaken in the field of performance-
enhancing substances and methods and doping practices
in sports;

(d) by carrying out investigations in mattcrs of doping in
sports and may for this purpose. summon any person and
examine any document or evidencel

(e) by operationalising the Prohibitcd List of the World Anti-
Doping Agencyl

(0 by nraintaining a Whereabouts Register and a Registered
Testing Pool:
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by conducting anti-doping educationl and

by carrying out any other function conferred under this
Act and any other relevant treaty:

(e)

(h)

(2) '[he National Anti-Doping Organisation shall in the
performance of its functions-

(a) respect the rights of every person involved in an anti-
doping control proccss. including children and persons
with disabilities;

(b) co-operate with the Ministry and other ministries.
departments and agencies of Government and non-
governmental organisations: and

(c) not require the consent or permission of any person to
perform a function or be under the direction or control of
any person or authoriB".

(3) The Minister shall. by statutory instrument. make
regulations to prescribc for the management and effective functioning
of the National Anti-Doping Organisation.

P,tnr VIII-UceNo.a. Olvuprc Cor.rvrrrrc

5{. The Uganda Olympic Committee
( I ) The Uganda Olympic Committee in existence immediately

hefore the commencement of this Act is continued in existence subject
to the provisions of this Act.

(2) The Uganda Olympic Committee shall be a body corporate
with perpetual succession and an offrcial seal and may. for the discharge
of its functions under this Act-

(a) acquire. hold and dispose of nrovable and irnmovable
property:
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sue and be sued in its corporate name; and

do all acts and things as a body corporate may lar.tfully do.

(b)

(c)

(3) '[he membership of the Uganda Olympic Committce shall
be in accordance with the provisions of the Olympic Charter.

(4) The Uganda Olympic Committee shall. in collaboration
with the Ministry and the Council-

(a) organise the participation of Ugandan athletes in Olympic
games;

(b) promote the development of athletes and the training of
coaches and athletes to participate in Olympic gamesl and

(c) perform any other function prescribed under the Olympic
Charter.

(5) The Uganda Olympic Committee. shall in the performancc
of its functions under this Act and the Olympic Charter. only recognise
a national sports association or a national sports federation that is
registered by the Council.

Panl IX-SrrrLEMENr or Sponrs DrsprrEs

55. Arbitrators
( I ) The settlement of sports disputes shall be by arbitrators

who shall be appointed under this Part.

(2) The Minister shall appoint arbitrators from nominations
made by the Council and each national sports association and national
sports federation.

(3) The parties to a sporrs dispute may choose at least three
arbitrators from the list ofarbitrators appointed under subsection (l).
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(4) For the avoidance of douht, the number of arhitrators
chosen by the parties shall be an odd numbcr.

(5) The Minister shall update the list of arbitrators once in two
years.

(6) Aperson shall not be qualified to be appointed an arbitrator
under subscction ( I ) unless the person-

(a) is an advocate of the High Court; or

(b) has worked with a national sports association or a national
sports federation for at least three years.

(7)
person-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(8)

(a)

A person shall not be appointed as an arbitrator if the

has been convicted of an offence under this Act:

has becn dcclared bankrupt by a competent courtl or

has been banned by a national sports association or a

national sports federation for a period of more than three
years.

The Minister may renlove an arbitrator for-
inability to perform his or her functions arising liom
mental incapacityl

abuse of office;

misbehaviour or misconduct;

incompete nce: or

t'ailure to perform rolcs ofarbitrator for at least three sports
disputes once appointed by a parq to a disputc.

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

56. Cost of arbitration
(1) Each party to a sports dispute shall bear the cost it incurs

during arbitration.
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(2) Notwithstanding subsection (l). every national sports
association and a national sports federation shall pay an annual
arbitration fee to the Council.

(3) The Minister may'. by statutory instrument. prescribe the
amount of the annual arbitration fee referred to in subsection (2).

(4) The Council shall apply theannual arbitration fees referred
to in subsection (2) to offset the costs incurred during arbitration.

57. Arbitration to be provided in constitutions
(l) 'lhere shall be a provision in the constitution of every

national sports association and national sports federation--

(a) recognising the jurisdiction of arbitrators appointed under
this Part and obligating the settlement of sports disputes
between the national sports association or national sports
federation and its members or the Council:

recognising the dccision ofthe arbitrators as final:

ohligating the national sports association or the national
sports federation and its mcmbers to respcct and comply
with the decision of the arbitrators: and

(d) prohibiting the settlement of spor.ts disputes bctween a

national sports association or a national sports federation
and its members by courts of judicature. including the
interpretation and application of the constitution and
regulations ofthe national sports association or the national
sports federation.

(2) A constitution ofa national sports association or a national
sports federation that deviates from or does not include provision for
thc mattcrs rcfened to in subsection ( l) shall be null and void.

(b)

(c)
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(3) The Council shall not register a national sports association
or a national spons federation that does not include the provisions
prescribed in subsection 1l) in its constitution.

58. Application of Arbitration and Conciliation Act, Cap. 4
For purposes of arbitrati<ln in respect of a matter which this Part has
not cxpressly made provision. the Arbitration and Conciliation Act
shall apply with necessary modifications.

Pnnr X-OrrrNCEs AND Pnt.t,tlrres

59. Prohibition of doping
(l) An athlete shall not use. consume or havc in his or her

possession a substance or use a method of sport banned by the World
Anti-Doping Agcncy.

(2) An athlete who uses. consumes or has in his or her
possession a substance or uses a method ofspoft banned by the World
Anti-Doping Agcncy commits an offence and shall be subject to the
sanctions of the World Anti-Doping Agcncy.

A person who-

administers to an athlete a substance or uscs a method
of sport banned by the World Anti-Doping Agency:

(h) encourages the use of a substance or a rnethod of sport
banned by the World Anti-Doping Agency; or

(c) sells. displays for sale or has in his or her possession a
substance or a method of sport banned by the World Anti-
Doping Agency.

commits an offcnce and shall be subject to the sanctions of the World
Anti-Doping Agency.

(3)

(a)
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60. Prohibition of unlawful utilisation of commercial rights
( I ) A person who. without the authorisation of a national

sports association. a national sports federation or an athlete. uses a
commercial right of a national sports association, a national spofts
federation or of an athlete. commits an offence and is liable. on
conviction. to a fine not exceeding seventy-two currency points or to a
term of imprisonmenl not exceeding three years. or both.

(2) Court may, in addition to the penalty imposed undcr
subsection ( I ). order the person convicted to pay to the national spolts
association. the national sports federation or the athlete, as the case
may be, compensation equivalent to the value of the commcrcial right
utilised.

61. Prohibition ofunauthorised use ofsports results in betting
(l) A person licensed under the Lotteries and Caming Act.

2015 shall not allow betting on a sports activity or use results of a
sports competition organised by a national sports association or a
national sporb federation without the w'ritten authorisation of the
national sports association or the national sports federation.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection ( I ) commits an
ofl'ence and is liable, on conviction. to a fine not exceeding two
thousand currency points or to a tcrm of imprisonment not exceeding
ten years. or both.

(3) Coun may. in addition to the pcnalty imposed under
suhsection (2). order the person convicted to pay compensation to the
national sports association. national sports federation or athlete. as the
case may be.

62. Prohibition ofbetting by specified persons
( 1) A person who-
(a) is a match official. ret'eree. umpire or match adjudicator;

(bl is a coach or lrainerl
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is an athlete. or a participant in a sports discipline;

is an owner of a sports club:

is a member of a national sports association or a national
sports tbderatiou or

(0 is an employee of a national sports association. a national
sports tbderation or a sports club.

shall not bet or advise any person on any betting activity. in relation to
a sports activity. event or competition organised by a national sports
association or a national sports federation.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (l) commits an
offence and is liablc. on conviction. to a fine not erceeding seventy
two currency points or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding three
years. or both.

63. Prohibition of manipulation of sports result or sports
competition
(l ) A person shall not manipulate a sports result or the course

of a sports competition.

(2) For purposes of subsection (1). a person shall bc taken to
manipulate a sports result or the course of a spofts competition where
the person-

(a) directly or indirectlv. promises. offers or gives undue
advantage to another person with the aim of improperly
altering the sports result or thc course of a sports
competition:

(b) directly or indirectly'. solicits or accepts unduc advantage.
promisc or offer. for himself. herself r-rr for another person,,
with the aim ot'impropcrly altering a sports result or lhe
course of a sports competition:

(c)

(d)

(e)
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(c) predetermincs a sports result or the course of a sports
competition:

(d) acts in a manner that ensures the occurrence of an impropcr
performance. act. omission or an outcome which is the
subject of an illegal bet relating to a sport or a sporting
cvcntl

(e) provides confidential information relating to a sport or a
sporls competition to a person and the person to whom
information is provided. uses the information to improperly
alter a sports result or thc course of a sports competition;

(0 receives money or any other reward or benefit individually
or collectively to underperform or to rvithdraw from a
sports compctition or sporting event;

G) being an umpire. match adjudicator or match referee,
dcliberately misapplies the rules of the sports competition
or spofting event for financial reward or benefit: or

(h) being a curator. a member ofthe venue. grounds or suppon
staff. or any person in charge ofa lurf. playing ground or
playing surface. receivcs a financial reward or benefit to
prepare the turf, playing ground or plal,ing surface ofany
sport or spoilng event in a manner that causes or leads to
the alteration of a sports result or the course ol a sports
competition.

(3) A person who knows or has reason to believe that a pcrson
has committed an offence unde r subsection ( I ) shatl report the matter to
the Uganda Police Force and the respective national sports association
or national sports federation.

(4) A person who contravenes subsection (l ) or (3). comnrits
an offence and is liable. on conviction. to a fine not exceeding five
thousand curency points or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding
five years. or both.
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64. Prohibition of acts of violence and hooliganism
( I ) Aperson shall not commit an act ofviolence or hooliganism

at a sports e\,ent or sports competition organised by a national sports
association or a national sports federation.

(2) A person who does an act-

(a) that is calculated to lead to destruction or damage to
property:

(b) that physically injures a personl

(c) that disturbs the peace and order at a sports competition or
a sporting eventl

(d) w'ith the intent to disrupt a sports competition or a sporting
event or to intimidate or annoy a match official, a referee.
an umpire. a match adjudicator. a coach. a trainer. an
athlete. or any other participant in a sports disciplinc-

( i) threatens. injures. assaults. shoots or unlawfully
restrains that person;

(i) throws a projectile. a liquid. a substance upon or
appties a fluid or substance to that person: or

(ii) incites a person to do an act ofviolence against that
person.

commits an ofllence and is liable. on conviction, to a fine not exceeding
four hundred and eighty currency points or to a term of imprisonment
not excceding tcn years. or both.

(3) Court may. in addition to the penalty prescribed in
subsection (l). order that the person who is convicted-

(a) makes good the loss and damagc suffered hy a person as a
result ofthe unlawful action: and
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(b) is banned from participating in or attending sports events
and spons competitions for a period not cxcccding three
years.

65. Prohibition of exploitation of participants in sports activities
(l) A person shall not emotionally. financially or scxually

e.xploit a participant in a sports event or sports competition.

(21 A person who contravenes subsecl.ion ( 1) commits an

offence and is liable. on conviction. to a fine not exceeding four
hundred and eighty currency points or to a tenn of imprisonment not
exceeding ten years. or both.

(3) The court may. in addition to the penalty imposed under
subsection (2), order the convicted person to pay compensation to the
victim.

66. Prohibition of dealing with counterfeit sport materials
( 1) Aperson who imports. manufactures. distributes. produces.

sells or offers for sale or trades or displays for sale any counterfeited
lJgandan branded sports material. attire. apparel or other item without
the authorisation ofa national sports association or a national sports
federation responsible for the sports discipline to which thc Ugandan
branded sports material. attirc. apparel or other item relates. commits
an offence.

(2) A person who commits an offence under subsection (l ) is
liable. on conviction. to a fine not exceeding one hundred and twenty
curency points or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding fivc ycars.
or both.

(3) Court rnay. in addition to the penalty imposed under
subsection (2). order the person to pay the affcctcd national sports
association or national sports federation. damages and compensation
for the loss suft'ered by the national sports association or the national
sports lederation.
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67. Prohibition of unlawful access to sports events and
competitions
( I ) Aperson who. without authorisation. enters, stays. remains

or allows a person to enter. stay. remain or access a sports event or
competition organised by a national sports association or a national
sports federation commits an offence and is liable. on conviction. to
a fine not exceeding one hundrcd and twenty currency points or to a
term of imprisonment not exceeding one year. or both.

(2) Court may. in addition to the penalty imposed under
subsection (l). order the pcrson to pay the affected national sports
association or national sports federation. damages and compensation
for the loss suffered by the national sports association or the national
sports federation.

68. Prohibition of electronic media production of sporting events
and competitions
(l) A person who. without the authorisation of a national

sports association or a national sports federation. capturcs by camera.
the still or moving pictures or records by an audio recorder. activities
at an event or competition organised b1'a national sports association
or a national sports federation. fbr commcrcial purposes commits
an offence and is liable, on conviction. to a fine not excccding one
hundred and twcnty currency points or to a term of imprisonment not
exceeding flve years. or both.

(2) Court may. in addition to the penalty imposed under
subsection ( 1). order the person to pay the affected national sports
association or national sports federation. damages and compensation
for the loss suffered by the national sports association or the national
sports federation.

69. Offence of illegal participation in sports competitions
(l) Apersonshall not-
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(a) falsifu the information of the identity. age or level
of education of a person who participates in a sports
compctition; or

(b) o(fer another person money or any other form ofpayment
or settlement. in exchange for the enrolment. registration
or the transfer of thc person in a specific sports team. in
order for the person to participate in a sports competition
for the sports team.

(2) A person who contravenes this subsection commits
an oflence and is liable. on conviction, to a fine not exceeding five
hundred curcncy points or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding
ten years. or both.

70. Prohibition to ect as agent, promoter or manager of athlete
without certification by national sports associations or
national sports federations
( I ) A person who is not certified in accordance with this Act

shall not act as an agent, promoter or manager of an athlete.

(2) A person who acts as an agent. promoter or manager of
an athlete contrary lo this Act commits an offence and is liable. on
conviction, to a fine not exceeding five hundred currency points or to
a term of imprisonment not exceeding three years. or both.

71. Prohibition of broadcast of sports events and competitions
(l ) A person shall not. withoul the authorisation of a national

sports association or a national sports federation. broadcast a sports
competition or sporting event organiscd by the national sports
association or the national sports federation.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection ( 1) commits
an offence and is liable. on conviction. to a fine not exceeding one
hundrcd and tuenty curency points or to a term of imprisonment not
exceeding fir'e y-ears. or both.
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12. Offences committed by body corporate
(l; A body corporate shall be deemed to have committed an

oftbnce under this Act if the act or omission constituting the offence
was committed-

(a) by a person who-
(i) has the power to represent the body corporate:

(ii) has the authority to take decisions on behalfofthe
body corporatc; or

(iii) has authority to exercise control over the affairs of
the body corporate; or

(b) for the bencfit ofthe body corporate.

12) Where an olTence prescribed under this Act is committed
by a body corporate. court shall-

(a) hold a principal officer in the body corporate liable for the
offence committed and penalt-v prescribed under this Actl
and

(b) in addition to any penalty prescribed undcr this Act.
impose a penalty not exceeding t*,ent)'thousand currency
points for the offence.

73. General penalty
A person w'ho contravenes a provision of this Act for which no
penalty is prescribed. commits an offence and is liable, on conviction.
to a finc not exceeding se\€nty-two currency points or to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding one ycar. or both.

Panr XI-MIscl LLn NE()rJ\

71, Participation of minors in sports activities
( I ) A minor of sixteen years of age or more. may participate in

a sports activity rvith adult participants.
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For the purposes ofsubsection (l )r-
the sports activity shall be a sports activity authorised by
the Council in accordancc with this Act:

(b) the minor and the parent or guardian of the minor shall
receive legal advice on the matter from the organisers of
the sports activity and the parent or guardian of the minor
shall give consent. in uriting. to the participation of thc
minorl and

(cl where payment is to be madc for the participation of the
minor. the parent or guardian of the minor shall enter into
a contract. for the minor. with the organisers of the sports
activity.

75. Public sports facilities
( 1) The land on which public sports facilities are situated and

the public sports facilities thereon shall vest in the Council.

(2) The Council shall not sell. lease. mortgage. dispose ofor
othenvise deal with land on which public sports facilities are situated
and public sports facilities. and the land on which the public sports
fhcilities are situated shall not be a subjcct ofexccution.

76. Ownership of commercial rights
(l) Each respective national sports association or national

sports federalion and its respective members are the original owners
of all thc commercial rights coming under their respective sport
discipline. without any restrictions to content. time or place.

(2) Anational sportsassociationoranational sports federation
sha[[ make regulations for thc rcspcctivc sports discipline to regulate
the exploitation of commercial rights and manage the benefit of
the value gcnL'ratcd from exploitation of the commercial rights for
their respective use and among the members of the national sports
associations and the natir.lnal sports federations.

(2)

(al
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77. Protection from liability of Board, omcers and staff of
Council

A member of thc Board, an officer or staff of the Council shall not be
held liable lbr an act or omission done in good faith in the exercise of
his or her functions under this AcL

7E. Duty not to disclose information
(1) A member of thc Board. an officer or staff of the Council

shall not unlawfully disclose any information obtained in the course of
his or her employment.

(2) A person who contravenes this section commits an offence
and is liable. on conviction. to a flne not exceeding forty-eight currency
points or a term of imprisonment not exceeding twelve months. or both.

79. Regulations
( I ) The Minister may. in consultation with *rc Board. make

rcgulations for the better carrying into effect the provisions of this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to subsection (l). the Minister shall in
consultalion with the Board. make regulations-

(a) for the management and maintenance of public sports
facilitics vested in the Council;

(b) prescribing for anything required to be prescribed under
this Act; and

(c) prescribing the fees to be paid under this Act.

80. Amendment of Schedules
(1) The Minister may. with the approval of Cabinet. by

statutor) instrument. amend Schedule I to this Act.

(2) The Minister may. by statutory instrurnent. amcnd
Schedule 3 to this Act.



Act National Sports Act 2023

81. Repeal ofCap.48 and savings
( I ) The National Council of Sp<lrts Act. Cap. 48 is repealed.

(2) A stalutory instrument made under the National Council of
Sports Act repealed under subsection ( I ). which is in force immediately
before the commencement of this Act. shall remain in force. until it is
revoked by a statutory instrument made under this Act.

(3) Acertificate issued by the Council or an agreement entercd
into by the Council befbre the commencement of this Act shall remain
valid until it is revoked under this Act.

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3). a certificatc or agreenrent
rcferred to in the subsection. whose provisions are inconsistent with
this Act. shall be amended by the Council within one year from the
date of commencement of this Act.

(5) A national sports association or a national sports
federation. which was duly registered by the Council before the
commencement of this Act and which is in existence before the
commencement of this Act. shall have effect as if it was registered
under this Act provided that the national sports association or the
national sports federation shall. within twelve months from the date
of commencement of this Act. compll, with the provisions of this
Act.

82. Transfer ofcontracts, assets and liabilities
( I ) The persons employed by the Council at thc commencement

of this Act. shall continue in the employment <-rf the Council.

(2) All the properq'. assets, rights and intcrcsts of the Council
before the commencement of this Act shall continue to be the propert)'.
assets. rights and interests ofthe Council.
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(3) All obligations and liabilitics. including graruiry and
retirement benefits. subsisting against the Council before the
commencement of this Act shall continue to subsist against the
Council.

83. Pending court proceedings and cxecution oforders ofcourt
(l) Any pending court proceedings or execution oforders of

court which were enforceable by or against the Council immediatety
before the commencement of this Act. or which are connected with the
assets vcsted in the Council or the functions ofthe Council. shall be
enforceable by or against the Council as they would have been enforced
by or against the Council immediatcly before the commencement of
this Act.

(2) Any pending court proceedings or execution oforders of
court against the Council arising out of matters connected with the
Council. shall continue against the Council until thel'are disposed
of.
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SCHEDULES

SCHEDULE 1

CLIRRENCYPOINT

A currcncy point is equivalent to twenty thousand shillings

2023

Sectton 2
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SCHEDULE 2

NATIONAL SPORTS DTSCPLINES RECOGNISED AT
COMMENCEMENT OFACT

2023

Section 6

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

8.

9.

r0

il
t2

l3

l4

l5

t6

t'l
t8

r9

t0
21

22

23

l.t

American football

Athletics

Badminton

Baseball and softball

Basketball

Body building and htness

Boxing

Canoe kayak

Chess

Cricket

Cycling

Darts

Dancesport

Deaf sports

Dragon boat

Draughts

F encing

Floorball

Football

Colf
Cymnastics

Handball

Hockel,

Judo
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25

26

2'l

28

29

30

3l

32

JJ

34

35

36

)t

38

39

40

4t

42

43

14

45

46

47

48

49.

Kabaddi

Lacrosse

Ludo

Motor sports

Netball

Paraspon

Pool

Roll ball

Rowing

Rugby

Scrabble

Skating

Sports clinrbing

Squash rackets

Swimming

Table tennis

Taekwondo

Tennis

Ultimate frisbee

Volleyball

VX

Weightlifting

Woodball

Wrestling

Zurkhaneh sports
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SCHEDULE 3

Sectiotts 36 and 80

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS AND AFFAIRS OF THE BOARD

l. Meetings of the Board
( | ) The Chairperson shall convene a meeting of the Board at times

and places as the Board may dctermine and the Board shall meet for the
discharge of business at least once evcry three months.

(2) The Chairperson may. at any tirne, convenc a special meeting of
the Board and shall call a special meeting within fourteen days, if requestcd
to do so in writing by'at least four members of the Board.

(3) A notice of a meeting of the Board shall be given in writing to
each membcr at least seven working days before the day of the meeting.

(4) The Chairperson of the Board shall presidc over every meeting
of the Board and in the absence of the Chairperson. the rnembcrs present
shall appoint a rnenrber from among themselves to preside at the meeting.

2. Quorum
( I ) The quorum for a meeting of the Board is five mernhers of the

Board.

(2) Where quorum is not realised at or lor the continuation of, a
meeting of the Board. due to the exclusion of a member from the deliberations
on a matter rn w'hich the member has disclosed a personal interest, the other
members present ma1, if thel,deem it expedient so to do-

(a) postpone the consideration ofthat matter untilthcrc is a quorum
without that memberl or

(b) proceed to consider and decide the matter as if quorurn was
realised.

(3 ) All decisions of a rnccting of the Board shall be decided by a
majority of the !otes of the members prcscnt and totrng. arrd in the case of
an equalitv ofvotes. the person presiding at the meeting shall have a casting
vote in addition to the deliberative vote.
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3. Minutes of meetings
( l) The General Secretary shall record and keep the rninutes of all

the meetings of the Board rn a form approved by the Board.

(2) The minutes recorded under this paragraph shall be submitted
to the Board for confirmation at its next meeting lollowing to that which the
minutes relate aud when so confirmed. shall be signed by the Chairperson. in
the presence of the members prescnt at the meeting at which the minutes are

approved.

(3) The Chairperson of the Board shall submit to the Minister a
copy of the minutes of each meeting of the Board as soon as the miuutes are
confirmed.

4. Power to co-opt
( I ) The Board may invite any person. who. in the opinion of the

Board. has erpert knowlcdge conceming the functions of the Board. to
anend and take part in the proceedings ofthe Board.

(2) Aperson attending a meeting ofthe Board undcr this paragraph
may take part in any discussion at the meeting on rvhich his or her advicc is
required but shall not have any right to vote at the meeting

5. Validity of proceedingp not affected by vacancy
The validity ofany proceedings ofthe Board shall not be affected by a vacancy'
in its membership or by any dcfect in the appointment or qualification of a
member or by reason that a person not cntitlcd. took part in its proceedings.

6. Disclosure of interest of membcrs
( I ) A member of the Board who is in any wa! directly or indirectly

interested in any matter before the Board. shall disclose the nature of his or
her inkrest at a meeting ol the Board.

(2) A disclosure made under subparagraph (I) shall be recorded in
the minutes of the meeting.

(3 ) A member of the Board who rnakes a disclosure under
subparagraph (l ) shall not
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(a) be present during any deliberation ofthe Board with respect to
that maLten or

(b) take part in any decision ofthe Board w.ith respect to that matter.

(4) For purposes of determining whether quorum is realised, a
member withdrawing from a mceting or who is not taking part in the meetingt
under subparagraph (3) shall be treated as present.

7. Board to regulate its own proceedings
Subject to this Schedule. the Board may regulate its own procedure or any
other matter relating to its meetings.
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