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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members,

The National Records and Archives (Amendment) Bill, 2024 was read for the first
time on Tuesday 20th February, 2024 and referred to the Committee on Public
Service and Local Government for scrutiny in accordance with Rule 129 (1) of

the Rules of Procedure of Parliament of the Republic of Uganda.

The Committee scrutinised the Bill in accordance with rules 129(2), (3) and (4)

of the Rules of Procedure and now reports to this House.

2.0 BACKGROUND
National Records and Archives are a vital and valuable part of a Country. In
Uganda, keeping national records started way before independence in the 1950s.
The records at the time were kept at the Protectorate Secretariat in Entebbe after
the Secretariat Archives was established under the Chief Secretary’s Office.
When Uganda obtained independence in 1962, the records were transferred to
the Government of Uganda under the Department of Management Information
Services, in the Office of the President. In 1990, following the recommendation
of the Public Service Review and Re-Organisation Commission Report, the
National Records and Archives were transferred from the Office of the President
to the National Records Centre and Archives under the Ministry of Public Sexv

where they are to-date.

In 2001, the National Records and Archives Act was enacted to provide for the
rationalised management of all Government and other public records and
archives, for the preservation, utilisation and disposal of such records and
archives, and for other related matters. Under this Act, Ministries, Departments
Agencies and Local Governments must ensure that public records are well

managed and copies of pubhcatli dep031ted in the National Archives. The Act
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