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l. Policy end principlec of the Bill
The policy behind the Bill is to give effect to the Government Policy
for Rationalisation of Government Agencies and Public Expenditurc
(RAPEX) which was adopted by the Cabinet on22"d Fcbruary 2021.

2. Defects in cristing lew
The Constinrtion establishes a definite numhr of Government
agencies, including constitutional commissions, authorities, boards,
local councils and other statutory bodies. These were establishcd to
perform certain specified constitutional functions. Over the years.
however, there has been a proliferation of agencies established by Acts
of Parliament, Executive Orders and administrative arrangements.
Whercas most of the agencies are necessary due to the critical nature ol'
the functions they perform, Government has established that a certain
limited number ofagcncies were cstablished without due consideration
to the aspects of institutional harmony, functional duplications,
overlaps and affordability. Government has also established that some
agencies have served the purpose for which they were established. The
mandate of a few other agencies has been overtaken by events. Such
agencies need to be rationalised.

More importantly, the proliferation of agencies has created mandate
overlaps and juridictional ambiguities among the agencies.
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Additionally, the high cost of administering the agencies has drained

the national reasury at the expense of effective sewice delivery.

This has overstretched the capacity of Government to sustain them.

Government has also established that the generous salary structures of
the agencies has created salary disparities between employees of the

agencies and public officers in the raditional civil service leading to

demotivation of human resources in the mainstream public service.

3. Rcmedies proposed in the Bill.
The intention of the Bill to amend the ChildrenAcq Cap. 59, te

(a) enable the mainstreaming of the functions of the Children
Authority into the Ministry rcsponsible for children which
has a fully established department responsible tbr childrcn
affairs and was responsible for children affairs before
the establishment of the National Children Authority in
2016, thereby, inler alia, relieving the Government of the

financial drain on its resources and the burden of wasteful
administration and expenditure on funding the National
Children Authority yet there is a fully established and

capable deparfinent responsible for children affairs;

O) facilitate efficient and effective service delivery by clearly
delineating the mandates and functions of the department
rcsponsible for children in relation to other government

agencies and departments, thereby avoiding duplication ol'
mandates and functions;

(c) promote coordinated adminishative arrangements,
policies and procedures for-
(i) ensuring the efficient and successful management,

financial accounting and budgetary discipline of
government agencies and departments;

(ii) enabling the Govemment to play its proper role
morc effectively; and
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(iii) enforcing accountability.

2024

4. Prcvisions of the Bill
The Bill has l0 clauses. Clause I provides for the interpretation of
the terms used in the Bill. Clause 2 provides for the objectives of the
Bill. Clause 3 provides for the purpose of amending the Children Act,
Cap. 59, which is to dissolve the Childrcn Authority and mainstream
the functions of the Nationat Children Authority into the Ministry
responsible for children. (Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social
Development). Clause 4 provides for the dissolution of the National
Children Authority. The remaining clauses of the Bill seek t,o give
effect to the consequential amendments resulting from thc dissolution
of the National Children Authority.

BETTY ONGOM AMONGT (MP)
Minister of Gendea kthour and Social Development.
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ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES

Clause

l. Interpretation

2. Objectives

3. Purpose of amendment of Children Act, Cap. 59

4. Dissolution of National Children Authority

5. Amendment of section I of Act I of Cap. 59

6. Repeal of Part IIA of principal Act

7. Amendment of section 431 of principal Act

8. Amendmentof section 54 of principal Act

9. Amendmentofsection I 14 of principal Act

10. Savings
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A Bill for an Act

ENTITLED

THE CltrLDREN (AMENDMENT) ACT,2O24

An Act to emend the Children Act, Cap. 59 to give elfect to the
Govcrnment progrem on retionelisrtion of Governmcnt rgencier
end public erpenditurc; to meinstream the functions of the
Childrcn Authority into the Ministry rcrponsiblc for children, end
for rclated purposes.

BE IT ENACTED by Parliament as follows:

l. lntcrprctrtion
In this Act. unless the context otherwise requirer

"agency" mcans a body established by an Act ol'Parliament and
includes an authority:

"commission" means a body cstablished by the Constitution;

"Governmcnt" means the Govemment of Uganda;

"Ministql" meam the Ministry of Crcnder, Labour and Social
Development. 
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2. Obicctives
(l) The main objective of this Act is to give elfect to thc

Government Policy for Rationalisation of Government Agcncies and

Public Expenditurc adopted by the Cabinct on22d l;chruary.202l and

contained in Cahinet Minute No. 43(CT 20211.

(2) Without prejudice to the general effect ol'subscction ( I ),

the following objectives shall bc deemed to fall under thc objectivc
specificd in that subsection-

(u) the mcrging, mainstrcaming and rational isation ol'agcncies,
commissions, authorities and public expcnditurc thereby,

inler alia, relieving the Government of thc linancial drain
on its resources and the burden of wastcflul administration
and cxpenditure;

(b) thc lhcilitation ol'ellicicnt and eflectivc scrvicc dclivery
by clearly delineating the mandates und fiunctions of
governmcnt agencies and departments and thereby
uvoiding duplication of mandates and functions:

(c) thc promotionofcoordinatedadministrativcarrungcmcnts,
policics and proccdurcs for-
(i) cnsuring the cflicient and successlul manag,cmcnt,

financial accounting and budgctary disciplinc of
govemment agencies and departmcnts;

(ii) enabling the Government to play its proper role
more effectivcly; and

(iii) enforcing accountability; and

(d) thc rcstructuring und rc-oryunisation ol' ngcncics und

dcpartments of Government by eliminating hloatcd
structures and l'unctional ambiguities in (iovcrnment

ugcncics and departments.
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3. Purpose of emendment of Childrcn Act, Cap. 59
'the purpose of amending the Children Act" Cap. 59. is to dissolvc
the National Children Authority and mainstream the functions of the
dissolved National Children Authority into the Ministry responsible
tbr children.

4. Diisolution of the Netionel Chltdrrcn Authorlty
On the commencement of this Act, the National Children Authority
shall be dissolved.

5. Amcndmcntof section I of Cep.59
Section I of Cap. 59, hereinafter referred to as the "principal Acl" is
amended by repealing the definitions of "Aulhority", and "board".

6. Repeel of Pert IIA of prtncipal Act
Part IIA (sections 9A,98, 9C, 9D, 9E, 9R 9G, 9H, 91, 9J, 9K, 9L, 9M,
9N,90, 9P.9Q,9R" 95, 9T.9U,9V, 9U 9X and 9Y) of thc principal
Act is repcaled.

7. Amcndmcnt of section 431of principel Act
Section 431 of the principal Act is amended in subsection (l) by
repealing the following-

"and submit a copy of the order to the National Children
Authority."

8. Amendmcnt of section 54 of princlpal Act
Section 54 of the principal Act is amended by substituting tbr'thc
word "registrar" the words "National ldentification and Registration
Authority".

9. Amendmcnt of section ll4 of principalAct
Section I l4 of the principal Act is repealed.

10. Sevings
(l ) On the commencement of this Act, all the propcrty, assets,

righs, obligations, and liabilities of the National Children Authority
5
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shall vest in the Ministry rcsponsible for children.
(2\ Any proceedings commenced by or against thc National

Children Authority may be continued by or against thc Attorney

General.

(3) Thc members of the board of directors und stall'of thc

of the Nationul Children Authority serving immediutely bclbre thc

commenccment of this Act shall be paid their terminal henefits in

accordance with the terms and conditions of their scrvice.

(4) Compensation is not payable to any membcr ol'the of thc

board of directors of the National Children Authority litr loss of olhcc

resulting liom the abolition of the of thc Board by this Act.
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