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MEMORANDUM o

L

The object of this Bill is to set up an Agency to be
known as the National Information Policy and Co-ordinating
Agency; to provide for its objects and functions; to provide
for the National Information Policy and Co-ordinating
Council and the National Executive Cormnmittee as the organs
of the Agency; to provide for its finances and accounts; and
for other matters connected therewith.

SAM SEBAGEREKA,
Minister of Public Seruice.
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A BiLL for a Statute

ENTITLED

THE NATIONAL INFORMATION POLICY AND
CO-ORDINATING AGENCY STATUTE, 1992.

A Statute to provide for the establishment of the National

Information Policy and Co-ordinating Agency to -develop

National Informatiom Systems and services for Uganda;

to provide for its objects and functions, to provide for

crgans of its management and its finances and for other
connected matters.

BE 11 ENACTED by the President and the National Resist-
ance Council as follows :

ParT T-—PRELIMINARY.

1. This Statute may be cited as the National Information Short titls.
Policy and Co-ordinating Agency Statute, 1992, '

2. In this Statute, unless the context otherwise requires— Interpre-

. ) . tation.

“Agency” means the National Information Policy and
Co-ordinating Agency established under section 3

of this Statute;
; N
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.
“Committce” means the National Executive Com-
mittee cstablished under section 8 of this Statute:

“Information Systems” means National Information
Systems and Services for Uganda;

“Council” means the National Information Policy
and Co-ordinating Council established under
section 6 of this Statute;

“Minister” means the Minister responsible for
Public Service.

Part II—FEstasLisumeNT, OBJECTIVES AND
FuNCTIONS OF THE AGENCY.

Esablish- 3. (1) Therc is establishcd an Agency to be known as

ﬁeq’im;i; the the National Information Policy and Co-ordinating Agency.
atl

oy (2) The Agency shall be a body corporate with per-
and petual succession and a common seal and shall be capable

g:;;’rdj“"' ‘of suing or being sued in its corporate name and, subject to
Agency. this Statute, may borrow money, acquire and dispose of
property and do all such other things as a body corporate

may lawfully do.

(3) The seal of the Agency shall be authenticated by
the signatures of the Executive Director and any other member
of the Council authorised by resolution or specially in that
behalf.

(4) Every document purporting te be an instrument
issued by the Agency and to be sealed with the seal of the
Agency authenticated in the manner provided by subsection
(3) shall be received and be deemed to be such an instrument
without further proof unless the contrary is shown.

4. The objectives of the Agency shall be—

Objectives

of th . .

Agency. - {a) to develop and manage a-national co-ordinated
network of information sources, systems and
services;

4
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(b} to provide information and data to the public and
private sectors; and

(c) to improve, integrate and co-ordinate information
resources systems, services and activities in

Uganda.

_ 5. The functions of the Agency shall be— '_ aﬂﬂﬂ‘i:ions

(@) to provide appropriate and timely information to A&
the public and private sectors;

(b) to support and identify the need for information
services in Uganda;

(€) to co-ordinate, promote and monitor information
activities, systems and services in Upganda;

(d) to formulate and implement legislation and admini-
strative procedures for information provision,
accessibility and flow;

(e) to promaote the publishing industry;

(f) to support research and development in informa-
tion handling, informatics norms and standards,
library science, documentationt, archives and
records management;

(g) to improve on the management of the information
system in Uganda;

(k) to acquire, promote, develop, preserve and make
available all publications produced in Uganda
and about Uganda;

(i) to enhance information sharing, exchange and
co-operation within and outside Uganda; and

(j) to do all such other things as are incidental or
conducive to the attainment of the objectives
of the Agency under this Statute.

NN
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1 ParTt 11— ESTARLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL
InrorMaTION Poricy anp CoO-ORDINATING
COUNCIL.

<0, {1) There shall he the N'vtlonzﬂ Inforrnatlon Policy
and Co-ordinating Council.

(2) The Council shall consist of a Chairman and not
less than thirteen members and not more than fifteen members
appointed 'by the Minister on such terms and conditions as -
the Minister may determine.

“(3) 'The members of the Council shall include repre-
sentatives of the following Government Ministries—

{a) Office of the President;

(b) Office of the Prime M1mster
' (c) Public Serv:ce

(d) Education and Sports;

(¢) Health;
(f) Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries;

{(g) Indlrlstry and Technology;

() fnforr'nation;

(1) Local Government;

{ Works, Transport and Commun1cat10ns

(k) Women in Dev elopment Culture and Youth
(!) Finance;

(1) Commerce Co-operatives and Marketing;

(n) Water, Energy, Minerals and Environment Pro-
tectlon and

(0) the Executive Director of the Agency

(4) The provisions of the Schedule to this Statute
shall apply to the meetings of the Council and the Minister
may, by Statutory Instrument, amend the Schedule.

[
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7. "The f-uncti'o-ns of the Cotincil s"ha"ll:;be—'l | Epnctions |
Couricil,; -

“(d) to advise the Government on 4ll matters. concefn-
ing the proper usage ‘and application of inform-
ation and data;

(b) to consider and approve various policy proposals
of the Agency and to establish priorities con-
cerning the development of the 1r1f0rmat10n
system in Uganda; and

(¢) to consider and approve the budgetary estimates
of the Agency.

PART IV—ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE OF THE AGENCY.

8. (1) There shall be the National Executive Committee Egmblish.
of the Agency which shall consist of not less than twelve and Dont of the
not more than fifteen members appointed by the Minister on s
the advice of the Council for a period of three years on such

terms and conditions as the Minister may determine.

(2) The Minister shall.appomt the Chairman from

among the members appointed under subsection (1) of this
section.

{3) The membem of the Committee shall be appomted
from the following—

(@) the publishing industry;
(b) academic organisations;

{¢) information specialists; ancl

(d) other user groups.

9, The funct:ons of the Committee shall be to advise Ef“:‘lf“"“’
and assist the Executive Director .to ensure the effective im- Committee,

plementation of the policies and decisions of the Couficil.

7 W
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19. (1) A member of the National Executive Committee
appointed by the Minister shall, unless he resigns or is re-
moved . from office, continue in office for three years and is
eligible for re-election for three more vears.

- (2} A member referred to in subsection (1) may resign
his office by notice in writing delivered to the Minister.

(3) If the Minister is satisfied that a member referred
to in subsection (1) without reasonable cause or without the
permission of the Chairman has been absent from four con-

secutive meetings of the Committee or is by virtue of physical

er mental incapacity or for any other sufficient cause, unable
or unfit to discharge his functions as a member, he may remove
him from office.

{(4) Remuneration of members of the National Execu-
tive Committee sha'l be on such terms and conditions as shall
be determined from time to time by the Minister.

PArRT V—ExecuTivi DIRECTOR AND
OTHER MEMBERS OF STAFF,

11. (1) The Agency shall have an Executive Director who
shall be a person with substantial experience in, and knowledge
of matters relating to information systems and setvices.

(2) The Executive Director shall be appointed by the
Minister on such terms and conditions as the Minister may
determine. '

(3) The Executive Directer shall consider and imple-
ment projects, programmes and activities related to the objec-
tives of the Agency as the Council may direct.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Statute and to
the general control of the Council on matters of policy, the
Executive Director shall be responsible for the management
of the funds, property and business of the Agency, the admi-
nistration and organisation of its affairs and the control of its

staff.
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12. The Council may, with the approval of the Minister
from time to time, and on such terms and conditions as it

thinks fit—

(@) appoint such other officers and employees for the
proper and efficient Hlschar ze (}f the functions
-of the Agency;

(b} grant pensions, gratuities or rcnrm;z 1llowances 10
the staff and cmplovees of the Aqencv and
require them to contribute to any pension, pro-

" vident fund or superannuation scheme.

13. No act or thing done or omitted to be done by any
member or emplovee of the Agency shall, if done or omitted
in good faith in the executinn or purported execution ¢f his

dutics as a ‘member or emvlovee of the Agency, render him™

personally liable to anv civil liability in respect thereof.

ParT VI—FINANCES AND RELATED PROVISIONS.

14, The funds available for the purpose of enabling the
Agency to perform its functions under this Statute shall
consist of —

(@) money from time to time appropriated.by the
legislature for that purpose;

(b) grants, gifts and donations that may be received
by the Agency from any source within or outside
Uganda;

{(¢) any such other moneys received by or made avail-
‘able to the Agency for the purpose of perform-
ng its functior_ls under this Statute.

13, The Committee shall, within a perlod of three months
before the end of each ﬁn'mcnl year, make and submit to the
Council for its approval, estimates and expendlture of the
Agency for the next ensuing year.

Other “staff
of Agency,

Immunity
from pre-
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- 16. (1) The Agency shall keep proper books of accounts
and proper records in relation thereto.

(2) The accounts shall, in respect of every financial
year, be subject to audit by the Auditor-General or an auditor
appointed by him.

(3) The Auditor-General shall deliver to the Minister
a conv of the audited accounts of the Agency not later than

six months from the end of the financial year to which they
relate.

(4) The Minister shall Iay or cause to be laid before
the legislature a copy of the audited accounts delivered under
subsection (3).

17. The financia! year of the Agency shall be, in respect
of the first accounting petriod. the period starting from the
date of commencement of this Statute, and ending on the 30th
Tune the following vear, and in respect of any subsequent
accounting period, the period of twelve months ending on
the 30th June.

Part VII—MISCELLANEOUS.

18. The Executive Director shall, after consultations with
the Committee, and within three months after the end of each
financial year, submit to the Minister a report of the activities
of the Agency in respect of that financial year and the report
shall include a record of the performance of the Agency during
that financial year.

19. The Minister may, after consultations with the
Council, make regulations for the better carrying into effect
of this Statute.

SCHEDULE, 8. b.

1. A member of the Council or Committee shall vacate office
by either—
(a) resignation; or

10
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(&) removal from office by the Minister.

2. (1) The first meeting of the Council shall be convened by
the Chairman and thereafter the Council shall meet for the transaction
of business at such places and at such times as may be decided upon

by the Council, but the Council shall meet at least once every three
months.

(2) The Chairman, or in his absence a member appointed
by the Council to act in his place, may at any time call a special

mesting tpon a written request by a majority of the members of
the Council.

(3) The Chairman shall preside at every meeting of the
Council and in his absence inability to act as such, the members

present may appoint a member from amongst themselves to preside
at that meeting.

3. The quorum at a meetirg of the Council shall be eight
members,

4. (1) All questions proposed at a meeting of the Council shall
be decided by a majority of the votes of the members present and

in the event of an equality of vates the person presiding shall have a
casting vote in addition to his deliberative vote.

{2) A decision may be made by the Council without a meeting
of the Council by the circulation of the relevant papers among the
members of the Council and by the expression of the views of the
majority of the members in writing but any member shall be entitled
to require that the decision be deferred and the matter on which a
decision is sought be considered at a meeting of the Council.

5. (1) A member of the Council who has a direct or indirect
pecuniary interest in a matter being considered or about to be con-
sidered by the Courcil shall, as soon as possible after the relevant

facts have come to his knowledge, disclose the nature of his interest
to the Council.

(2) A disclosure of interest under sub-paragraph (1) shall be
recorded in the minutes of the meeting of the Council and the

member making such disclosure shall not, unless the Council otherwise
determines in respect of that matter—

Meetings of
the Council,

Quorum. -

Decisions of
the Council,

Disclosure _7;
of Intereit”
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{a) be present during any deliberation on the matter by the
Council;

(&) take part in the decision of the Board.

(3) For the purpose of the making of a decision by the Council
under sub-paragraph (2) in relation to a member who has made a
disclosure under sub-paragraph (1), the member who has made such
disclosure shall not—

{a) be present during the deliberations of the Council for the
making of such determination; or

{b) influence any other member or take part in the making
by the Board of the determination.

6. (1) The Council shall cause the minutes of all proceedings
of its meetings to be recorded and kept and the minutes of each
meeting shall be confirmed by the Council at the next meeting and
signed by the Chairman of the meeting.

{2) The Chairman of the Council shall submit to the Minister
a copy of the minutes of each meeting of the Council as soon as such
minutes have been confirmed.

7. The Council shall provide for the manmer in which the
Committee shal! reguiate its proceedings.

8. Subject to the provisions of this Schedule, the Council may
regulate its own proceedings,

12



