
BILI,s
SUPPLEMENI No. 15 lO& Dcc.orb.r, 2021

BILI,S SUPPLEMENT

,o Tte Ug@tb O@ene No. EE, l'oluae CXllt tured l0th D*enbet 2021

Prldcd b,. UPPC, Eotcbbc, by Or&r of thc Gtwtrotnral

Blll No.34 National Sports Bill 2021

TIIE NATIONAL SPORTS BILL, 2O2I

MEMORANDUM

l. Prirciples of tbe BllL

The object ofthe Bill is to repealthe National
48; to consolidate and modcrnizc the law relating to the incorporation
and registration ofnational sports organisations and cornmunity sports
clubs; to provide fior lhe managernent, promotion, development and
regulation of professional, amateur and recreational sports h the
Uganda; to streamline the recreation, registration and management
tratiooal sporls orgadsations and community sports cluh; to codiry
the obligations of the State under intemational spofls govertring
statutes; to prohibit match fixing, coruption, illegal manipulation and
illegal bening in sports; encourage and promote drug-free sporls; ad
to provide for related mancrs.

2. Geps ln eriodng Lrwe

Uganda has embraced a number ofsports disciplines inoluding football,
baseball, crickct, tcnnis, Archery golf, swimming, cycling, boxing,
Netball, gol[, lawn tennis, handball, hockey, wood ball, motor sport,
kayalq rugby, weightlifting, tackwondo, volley Ball ard athletics and
Uganda is recognized the world over as a sporls loving country.
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Bill No.34 National Sports Bill m2t

Each sports discipline is organised and regulated by a national sports
association including Uganda Athletics Federation, Uganda fuchery
Federation, Uganda Badminton Association, Federation of Uganda
Basketball Association, Uganda Netball Federation, Ugando Boxing
Federation, Uganda Canoe/IGyak Federation, Federation Of Motor
Sports Clubs Of Uganda, Uganda Cycliog Association, Uganda Lawn
Tennis Association, Ugaoda Taekwondo Foderation Uganda Volleyball
Federation Uganda Weigbtlifting Federation Uganda Wrestling
Federation, Uganda Sbooting Federation, Uganda Hockey Federation,

Uganda Handball Federation, and Federation of Uganda Football
Association, which are all affiliatcd to their respective intemational
sports govemiog body.

The above national sports associations and federations are all
incorporated and rcgislered under various laws, including the Trustees
lncorporation Act Cap 165, National Council for Sporrs Act, Cap 48,
the Companies Act, 2010, tbe Padnerchips Act, 2010 and the Non-
Govemmental Organisations Act, 201 6.

The lack of uniformity in the registration and incorporation ofnational
sports associatioos aod federatioos has l€sulted in govemance and
administration challenges including, lack of legal penonality,
multiple reponiog and regulalory legal regimes, forum shopping by
sporls clubs and national sports associations, interference and lack of
independence of national +orts associations cootrary lo international
sports governing body regulations, cxistcnce of numerous national
sporrs associations regrrlating a single sporls discipline, disputes and
wrangles, wastage and mal-adminisration of the affairs and funds of
national sports associations and federations.

The lack of a single piece of legislation regulating the incorporation
and registsation of national sporrs associations and federations has

resuhed in little or no oversight by the National Council for Sports

u
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since lhe requiremeBts for registralion and incorporation under the
different laws are different, thereby resulting in different obligations
being imposed on the dilferent national sports associations and

federations under the relevant laws under which they are incorporated.

3. Remedlec

This Bill there seeks te
(a) coosolidate and update the law on incorporation

and registration of national sports associatioos and
fedcrations;

(b) regulate the operation and administration of national
sports associations and federalions and cffrmunity sports
clubs;

(c) regulate the raising funding and management of nationa!
and representative teams;

(d) to codiff the obligations of the State under intemational
sports governing statutes;

(e) create sports tribunals for purposes of determining sports
disputes; and

(f) to prohibit various vices prevalent today in sports
administration including doping, violence and
hooliganism, manipulation of sports results, dealiog with
counterfeit spofls products, uauthorized use of sports
results in betting as well as abuse of the cmrrercial rights
of national spors associations and federations.

Itl
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Provlsions of thc Bill

The Bill has 72 clauses, divided into seven parts

Prrt l-Prcliminrry

202t

This part incorporates clauses I and 2 dealing wilh commencement of
the Bill and Interpretation of the major words and phrases usod in the
Bill.

Pert ll-locdtutioorl ArfroScmeras

This part incorporates clauses 3 to 18 dealing with Continuation in
existence of the National Council ofSports, Functions of the Council,
Powers of the Council , Headquaners of the Council , Composition of
the Council , Tenure of OI[cc mcmber of thc Council , Rcmuneration
of Members of the Council , Appointment of Cornminees, Meetings
of the Council , Delegation of functions of the Council , Secrewiat of
the Council , Geoeral Seoetary, Functions ofGeneral Secretary, Other
officers and staff of the Couocil , lndcpendence of thc Uganda Spons
Council and Directions by thc Ministcr;

Prrt lll-recognitlon, registredon end incorporedon of nadora!
SpOrtS orgrDasstioDs

This parr iocorporates clauses 19 to 3l dealing with declaratioo
of national spons discipline, incorporatioo ald rcgistration of a
community sports club, registration and recognilion of a national
spons associalion, incorporation and registraton ofa National Sports
Federation, rejection of applicatiotrs for registration or incorporation,
register of national sports organisations, revocation and suspension
of national sports organisatioo, fimctions of the national sporrs
oryanisations, independence of a national sporls orgatrisation, geoeral
provisions relating to national sports orgatrisatioos, dissolution
of a National Sports Organisation, compliance of national sports
organisations and report on activilies ofnatiooal sporls federations.

lv
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Pert lV-Financir! prodcions

This part incorporales clauses 32 to 4l dealing with duty to operate on
sound financial ptinciples, power to invest funds, Council to prepare

budget, accounts of Fund, financial year, financial Management of
nalional sports organisations, frnds of national sporls organisations,
Compliance with the Public Finance Managem€nt Act, 2015, vesting
of propcrty in national sports associalions and asset register of a

national sports organ isation.

Part V-.Settlement of Sports Dkputes

This part incorporates clauses 42 to 47 dealing with lhe Appointment of
tribunal, costs of a$iratioD, arbitration to be provided in constilution,
constitution of a Eibunal, powers of a tribunal and Procedure of a
ribunal

Pert Vl-Offencec rrd Penaldca

This part incorporates clauses 48 to 60, dealing with prohibition of
unlawful utilization of Commercial Rights, prohibition of electronic
media prcduction of sporring evenls and competitions, prohibition
of broadcast of sporting evenls and competitiotrs, prohibition of
dealing wilh counterfeit Marerials, prohibition of unlawful access to
sports evenls and competitions, prohibition of unauthorized use of
sports rcsults in bening, prohibition of bening by specified persons,

manipulation of sporls result or competition, prohibition of Doping,
prohibition of acts of violence and hooliganism, offences committ€d
by legal persons, imposition of administrative penalties and general
Pemlty.

Pert Vll-Mlscelhn€ous

This part deals incorpora0es clauscs 6l to 72 dealing with absence of
National Sporls Orgaoisation, Continuation of the National Olympics
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Committee, Minister to eslablish National Anti-Doping Commiuee,
intemational Affiliation of national sports organisation, maoagement
of sporrs teams and athletes, vesting of sports infrastucture in the
Council , effect of registration on existing spons associations or
federations, report on enforcemeot ofthis act, repeal ofCap 48, savings
and transitional Provisions, rcgulatious and ameodment of Schedules.

MAGOGO MOSES HASSIM, MP,
Budiope East, Buyende Distict.
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A Bill for an Act

ENTITLED

THE NATIONAL SPORTS ACB 2O2I

A.tr Act !o repeal the National Council of Sporls Act. Cap 48; to
consolidarc and modernize the law relating l,o the incorporation and
regisration of national sports organisations and community sporls
clubs; to provide for the rnanagement, promotion, development and
regulation of professional, amateur and r€creational sporls in the
Uganda; to streamline tbe recreation, registration and management
national sports organisations and community sports clubs; to codifo
the obligations of the Slate under intemational sports goveming
statutes; to prevent match fixing, comrption, illegal manipulation and
illegal betting in sports; encourage and promote drug-free sports; to
continue in existence the National Sports Council; and to provide for
related matters.

BE IT ENACTED by Parliament as follows:

Perr I-Pter,runvenv

1. Commencemcnt
Ttis Act shall commence on a date appointed by lhe Minister, by
slatutory instrument.

5
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2. IoterpreloaloD
In this Act, unless thc contcxt olherwisc requires-

2021

"athlete" meaDs any person who comp€tes in amate ur or
professiooal spon;

"Amateur sporl" means an activity involving physical exenion
or skill in which an individual or team compet€s against
another for pleasure or as past time or for recreational or
health purposes or as training to become professionat;

"Brand" rn€ans a name, temr, desigr, symbol, or other featwe
that distinguishes an organization or product;

"Bening" means setting, making or accepting a bet otr-
(a) the outcome of a race, competition or other sports

evenl or Process;

O) the likelihood of any sports occurence or nooe
occurTence;

(c) the likelihood ofanything occurring or nol occuriog;
or

(d) whether anyrhing is true or oot true;

"bening organisations" means organisation licensed under The
Lotteties and Gaming Acl !o operat€ a bening business;

"commercial rights" means any and all rigbts of a commercial
natue contrected wilh a spons cvent, itrcluding image
righls, audio-visual broadcasting rights, new media rigbts,
endorsement and ofrcial supplier righs, sponsorship
rights, merchandising rights, licensing rights, advertising
rights, hospitality rights, promotional rights, incorporeal
rights and righs arising uoder copyright law and all
iotellectual property righb;

6
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"Council " means lhe National Council for Sports specified in
section 3;

"community spor6 club" mc€trs atr organisation incorporated,
recogniscd and rcgistered by thc Council under section 20;

"Currency poinls" has tbe value assigned lo il in Schedule I ;

"doping" mesns thc usc ofprohibited substances and mcthods in
any sponing activity wh€ther competitive or recreational
in order to artificially enhance performance;

"event" means a series of separate comp€lilions conducted by a
national sports associrlion;

"International Federation" means a recognised intemational
sports governing body that oversees, manages and
regulates a panicular sports discipline;

"Mioister" means the Miniser responsible for sports;

"national sports association" means a sports association
recognised and registered by the Council to manage,
develop, promote and regulate an amateur sports disciplinc;

"national sports federation" means an orgaoization incorporated,
recognised and registered by the Council to manage,
develop, promote and regulate a professional and amateur
sporr disciplinei

'national sports orgadsation" meatrs a community sports club, a
national sports association and a national sporr federation;

'Olympic sport" means a sport, discipliae or event recognized
by the lnternational Olympics Committeo;

'lhysical activity" mears any bodily movemcnt produced by
skeletal muscles that requires energy expcnditure;

7
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'lrofessional sport" meaos atr activity involving physical
exenion and or skill in which an individual or team
competes againsl another as atr economic activity with the
objectivc of eaming fees or making profit;

"sport" means an actavity involvang physical exertion and or skill
in which an individual or leam competes against another
or otbers;

"sports competition" means aoy sport event oryanized in
accordance with the rules sel by a national sports
associotion;

"sporls dispute" meaos a dispute relating to the matragerneot or
adminisration ofa national sports organisation or a dispute
between a national sports organisation and the Council;

"Tribunal" means a tribunal appointed under section 42 of this
Act;

"Ugandan sports bratrded material" means ixry material having
the brand ofa national sports fcderation or a recognizod by
tbe National Council ofSports and any material hsving the
brand of members ofan NSF

"WADA" rneans the World Anti-Doping Agency.

Penr II-INsrrunoNAL ARnANGGMENTs

3. Cootiouotlon ln erlstence of the Netional Council of Sporrs
(l) Thc National Council of Spons established under $e

repealed Act is continued in cxistcnce subject to this Acr.

(2') The Council shall be a body corporate with perpetual
successioo and a cosunon seal and may, in its corporate name, for and
in connection with its objects and functions under lhis act-

8
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(a) acquire, hold aod dispose of movable aod immovable
proP€rty;

(b) suc or be sued;

(c) enter into any oontract and other transactioo as may be
expedient; and

(d) do all such other acs and things for the proper discharge of
its functions as may lawfully be done by a body corporate.

4. Functions of tbe Council
The functions of the Council shall be te

(a) incorporate, recognise and register national sports
federations;

(b) to recognise a sports discipline as a national sports
discipline;

(c) regulate ttre oational sporrs lbderations registerod under
this Act by cnsuring tbat narional sports federatioos stsictly
abide by their respectiv€ constitutions and rhis Act;

(d) acquire, construct, rehabilitate, maintain and manage all
Governmentowned sports facilities;

(e) establisb and manage sports in&astructure forthe utilization
ofnational sports federations and their membersi

(0 underrake sports research, education and baining ofsports
administrators and other sporrs humatr resources;

(g) advise the Minister on Goverament policics in relation to
spons;

9
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(h) to make recornmendations to the Ministet rn r€latioo l,o tbe
enactmcnt of laws aod regulatioos goveming spons in Uganda;

(D to fund and facilitate rhe activities ofnational sporls teams,
Natioaal Athletes and spons clubs reptescnling Uganda in
international sports competitions;

(j) make rccommendations to the Minister on any rnattcr
relating to tbe maoagement atrd administralion of a sports
discipline;

(k) approve the expenditure of national sporrs federataons in
receipt of graots made by or lbrough the Council ;

0) collaboraac with respective national sports federalions
in the identification and development of sporting talent,
provision of sports equipmeot, facilities and technicat
training;

(m) encourage and facilitate coopcration among national sports
federations and to be a liaison body benveen oational
sports federations and Govemmcnt in rcgard to all matters
relating to sport and recreation;

(n) develop guidelines for the promotion and dcvelopment
of professional sport, sxlss spoG recreation and physical
education;

(o) approve intemational and national spons competitions and
festivals organized by a national sports federarioo or the
alfiliate members of national sports fcdcrrtions; and

O) perform any other finction incidental or consequenlial
lo tbe above functions as may be neoessary for the better
promolion and development of sporu iD Ugaoda.

l0
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5. Powers of the Couocil
Thc Council may-

(a) purchase, hold, maoagc and dispose of any propcrty wbether
moveable or isuoovablel

(b) etrter into aDy oontract or other traasaction as my be
expedient;

(c) charge fe€s lior services provided by it;

(d) impose a finc on a pcrson who contravenes eny of thc
provisions of this Act;

(e) an-ange with local authorities for lhe provision of sporting
facilities at the local governmort;

(D

(g)

o)

appoint the members of tbe tribunal;

consider compliance reporls ofa national sports federation;

require the national sporls federations !o inculcatc
patriotism, sportsmanship and discipline in all
sportspersoDs;

(i) award, io cotrsultation with national sports federations,
medals, trophies andothcr incentives for the encouragement
and promotion of sporting activities; and

0) regulate tte activities of national sports federations !o
ensure compliance wath the respectiv€ conslitution of the
natiooal sports fcderation.

6. Headqurrters of the Co[Dcll
Thc Council shall have its head officc in Kampala and may establish
branches in other areas of Uganda as it may deem ap,propriate.

ll
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7. Comporition of Oe Courcil

( I ) The Council shall consist of thc following members-

(a) the Chairyerson;

(b) one representative appointed each of tbe naaional spons
fcdcration;

(c) the head of Uganda Olympic Comminee;

(d) a repres€ntative ofthe Ministry responsible for Sporrs;

(e) a repres€ntalive of the Ministry rcspoosible for Finance,
Planning ad Ecoaomic dcvelopment;

(f) a reprcsentative of the Ministry responsible for Trrde,
Indusry and Cooperatives;

(g) a representative of the Ministry responsible for Gender,
Labour and Social Development;

(h) a repres€nurtive of the Ministry responsible for Tourism,
Wildlife and Antiquitics; aod

(i) the General Secretary.

(2t The Chairperson shall be appoioted by the Minister.

8. Tenure of Office Dembcr of thc Coumil
(l) A member of thc Council shall hold officc for a period

of five yearc and the appointment maybe renewed for one more term
only.

(2) A member of the Council may, at any time, resigr his or
her officc by a lener addressed to the General Sccrerary.

t2
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(3) A mernber ofthe Council shall cease to be a member ofthe
Council where the member-

(a) dies;

O) is recalled by the entity the member represents in the
Council; or

(c) c€ases to hold an office in thc entaty that the membet
rcpesents in lhe Council.

(4) Wrere a vacancy exists in the membership of the Council,
the General Secretary shall notiS the relevant authority of such
vacancy and the rel€vant authodty shall appoint anoher pcrson to fll
lhe vacancy.

(5) Any person appointed under subsection (a) shall hold
office for the remainder of the term of the previous member and shall
be eligible for reappointment for one more term only.

9. Remunerrtion of Memberc of the Councll
Save for the General Secretary who shall be paid such rcmuneration rg
shall be speci6ed in his or her instrument of appointmcnt, a Member of
the Council shall be paid by the entity the member represents.

10. Appolnamcrt of Commllteee
(l) The Council rnay appoint such Committees as it considers

necessary to discharge its functions utrder this Act.

(2) A Committee established under subscction ( I ) shall
comprise of mcmbers of the Council aod such olher person as the
Committce may consider necessary.

(3) The Committee shall be chaired by a mernber of Council
and shall carry out such functioDs as the Council may assigr to it.

l3
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I l. Meetings of tbe Couocll
(l) Thc Council shall meet o discharge its functions al least

once every three months at such time and place as the Chairperson
may appoint.

(2) The Chairperson shall preside over the rneelings of lbe
Council aod in the absence of lhe Chairperson, the Depty Chairperson
shall preside.

(3) Where at a meeting of the Council, Oe chairperson and
deputy chairperson of tbc Council are unable or unavailable o preside

over a meeting of the Council, the meeting shall be presided over by
a pe$on elected by the members of lhe Council from among their
number.

(4) The quorum at any meeting ofthe Council shall bc halfof
the mernbers of the Council and the quorum shall ooly be rcquired for
voting.

(5) All decisions at a meethg ofthe Council shall be by simple
rnajority oflhe votes ofall members of the Council present aod whete
there is equality of votes, the person presiding shall have 8 casting
vole.

(6) Thc Council may co-opt any p€rson to advice the Council
and the person co-opted sball have no vote oo any maner for decision
by the Council.

(?) The validity of any proceedings ofOe Council shall not
be affected by any vacancy amoog its members or any defect ia the
appointment or nomination of any member of the Council.

(8) Any member having personal interest io any matter before
the Council shall disclose his or her interest and shall have no vote on
that matter.

l4
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12. Delegadon of frrnctions oftbe Coutrcil
(l) The Council may, by fustrurreot of delegltion, delegate to

the Chairperson, Deputy Cbairperson, a member of the Council or a
committee established under section 10, any of the powers, duties or
functions under this Act.

(2) The terms and conditions regutating thc exercise of the
powers delegated under this section shall be contained in the insrument
ofdelegation.

13. Condnuedon of Secrrtarlrt
(l) The Secretariat of tbe National Council of Sports in

existence at the commencement of this Act shall continue in existence
as the Secretariat for the Council.

(2) The Secrctariat shall carry out functions as may be dirccted
by the Council.

14. General Secretrry
(l) There shall be a General Secretary who shall be appointed

by the Minister on the rccommcndation of the Council on tems and

conditions that the Council may dercrmine.

(2) The General Secretary shall be a person having
considerable knowledge and expericnce in commcrcc, finance, law or
sports administration.

(3) The General Sccreary shall hold officc for a period offive
years atrd shall be eligible for r€-appohtment for e one more term
only.

(4) The Minister may, on the recommendation of the Council,
terminatc thc services of the General Secretary forjustifiable cause.

l5
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(5) The General Secretary shall be responsible for the day to
day operations of the Council.

15. Functions of Generel Sccretry
(l) Subject to 0re general supervisioo and cootrol of the

Council, the General Secretary shall-

(a) be the Chief Executive ofthe Council;

(b) theday-o{ay operation and adminisration ofthe Council;

(c) implement the policies and prognms agreed objectives,
performance targets and service standards agreed upon by
the Council;

(d) manage the firnds and property of the Council;

(e) advice the Council on maners relating to sports and other
fuoctions of the Council;

(0 administer, organise, supervise and exercisc disciplinary
control over lhe staffof the Couocil;

(e)

(h)

keep records of all the ransactions of the Council;

keep the minutes of meethgs and otber records of the
Council;

liaisiog with the relevant Dational sports federation with
a view of implementing the furctions of the Council and
promoting spons in Uganda; and

perfonning any olher function necessary for the proper
implementation of this Act or as rnay be assigned by the
Council.

(D

0)

(2) The General Secretary shall in the performance of his or
her fuoctions be answerable to the Coutrcil.

l6
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16. Olher oltcerr eod sarlfoflhe CouDcil
(l) The Council shall appoint such olher oftccrs and stafr of

thc Council as may be necessary for the poper and efficient hrnctioning
of lhe Council.

(2) The officers and employees appointed under this section
shall hold office on such tetms and conditions as may be determined
by the Council.

17. Independence of thc Council
The Council shall be independent in the performance of is firnctions,
duties and the exercisc of its powerc under this Act.

18. Dlrcctions by the Mlnlster
The Minister may, in writing, give directions to tbe Council with
respect to the policy to bc obs€rrred and implemcnted by the Council.

Prnr lll-Rrcocnrpr, Rrorsrnrrpr ero lrcoponenol
or Nmoxlt Spolrs Onceusnrtols

19. Declaradon of national sports dlrcipllne
(l) Tbe Council shall, on application, declare a sports

discipline, a national sport.

(2) A person intcnding to have a sports discipline declarcd a

national sport shall, in the prescribed form, make an application to the
Council.

(3) The application referred to in subsectioo (l)shall be made
by a citizen of Uganda or by a person resident in Uganda and shall be
accornpanied by the prescribed fee.

(4) The Council shall, in determinhg whether a sports
discipline is eligible for declaration as a national sport, take into
account-

17
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(a) the nature of lhe sport;

O) the popularity of ftc sporq

(c) the potential socio-economic impact of the sport;

(d) the recognition of tbe sport by an loternational sports
governing body;

(e) the presence offacilities to play the sporr;

(0 the plan of the nataoral sporb federation to promote the
sport in Uganda; and

G) any other factor the Council determines oecessary.

(5) The Council may, on application or on its own volition,
withdraw the rccognition of a sports disciplioe as a oational sports
discipline.

(6) Notwithstanding subsection (l), Oe sports disciplines
listed in schedule 2 of this Act shall, from the cornmencernent of Ois
Act, be deemed to have been recopised as national spons disciplines
and shall oontinue to exisl as if the spons discipline was declared a
national sports discipline in accondance with this Act-

20. Iocorporrti,on alrd regasrrrfo of a commurity spo s club
(l) A person sball not operate a community sports club unless

the community spons club is registered by the Council in accordance
with this section.

(2) A person intending to incorporatc a community sports club
shall make an application !o the Council in the prerribed form.

(3) The application shall be accompanied by the prescribed
fee aod-

(a) tbe constitution of the community sports club;

l8



Bill No.34 National Sports Bill 2021

(b) a description of lhe idcntifling symbols, slogans and
colors of the community sports club;

(c) a letter of recommendalion from the local Government
Council of the area the community sporls club inteods to
operatc;

(d) proof ttat lhe members of community sports club arc
citizens ofor residcnts in Uganda; and

(e) any other nratter as may be prescribed by thc Minister, by
regulations.

(4) Whcre the Council is satisfied that the applicant is eligiblc
for incorporation and regisration as a community sporrs club, the
Council shall, in thc prescribcd form, issue acentificats ofincorporation
to the community sports club and regisler the community sports club
in lhe r€gister of community spons clubs.

(5) The incorporation and rcgistration of community sporrs
club under $is section wil! empower a commuity sports club
participate in amateur atrd professional sports disciplines origanized by
a natiooal sports association or nalional sports federalion.

(6) A community sports club shalt, upon incorporation and
registralion be decmed !o b€ a body corporate with pcrpetual succession
and a comrnon seal and with power to sue and be suod in its corporate
name and to do or suffer 0o be dooc all things which may be or are
suffered by a body corporate.

21. Regictrrtlon rnd recogDldon of. Drdon.l sports rssocl.tlon
(l) A person shall not operale a national sports association

unless the national sports association is registered by the Council in
accordance with this seclion.

Q) A person intending to operate a national sports association
shall make ao application to the Council in the prescribed fonn.

l9
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(3) The application shall be accompanied by lhe prescribed

fee and-
(a) the name of fie association;

(b) the constitution ofthe association;

(c) the mmes of all leaders of the association;

(d) the sports discipline lhe association intends to govem;

(e) the govemance structurc oftbe associalion;

(f) a list ofall the mernbers ofthe association;

G) a descriptioo of tbe identifoing symbols, slogans and

colours of association;

(h) evidence that-
(il the sporrs discipline is a national spon;

(ir) the association bas presence in at least half of all
disrics of Uganda; and

(iii) the leaders of the associatioo were elected by a
national delegates conference comprised of persons

drawn ftom at lcasl halfofall districs of Uganda;

(D the head office and posul ad&ess of the association; and

0) any other iofonnation as the Council may prescribe.

(4) The Council shall examine the applicarion and cause
independent inquiries to be made in order to ascertain &e nuth or
correctness ofthe informatioo contaioed in tbe application.

(5) The Council shall publish the ap,plication in a newspaper
of wide national circulation inviting objections from the public aod a

person rnay, fourteen days from the darc of publication, object to the
registration ofthe asociation as a national sports associatioo.

20
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(6) The Council shall examine any objection raiscd against the
registration of the association, ifany, and shall inform the applicant of
the objection.

(7) The applicant shall within seven days from date of
notification refered lo in subsection (5) respond 0o the obje.tion in
writing.

(t) The Council shall upon being satisfcd that the association
is eligible for r€gistsation as a national sports association, issue a
cenificalc of registration to the association and regisler the association
in the register ofnational sports associations.

(9) The cerrificarc of registration issued undcr this scction
shall be valid for a period of one year and shall be renewed by the
Council , upon payment ofthe prescribed fees.

( l0) The relationship between or arnong members ofa national
sports association registered under this sectioo shall be deemed to be a
partnership in accordance wilh Partnerships Act, 2010.

22. lncorpontion rod registrrdon of r Nrdon.l Sports
Federation
( I ) A national sports association desirous ofbeing incorporated

as a national sporls federation shall, in the prescribed fonn, make an
application to the Council.

(2) The application shall be accompanied by the prescribed
fee and a certificate of registration as a national sports association
issued by the Counci I under section 2 I .

(3) The Council shall only incorporate a national sports
associalion as a national sports federation upon satisfaclioo that the
national sports association has capacity !o manage, develop, promote
and regulate a professional and amateur sport discipline and has
operated as a national sports association for a period ofone year.

2t
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(4) The Council shallupon being satished that a national sports
association is eligible for incorporation and registratioo as a national
sports federation, issue a certificate of incorporation and register the
association in the register of national sports federations.

(5) Upon incorporation, tbe national sports federation shall be

a body corporarc with perpetual succession aad a common seal and
with power to sue and be sued in its corporale name and lo do or suffer
to be donc all things which moy bc or arc suffcred by a body corporarc.

(6) A national spons federation incorporated uoder this Act
shall be deemed a company limited by guarantee.

23. Refectlon of applicadons for regbtrralotr or bcorporetion
(l) The Couocil may reject an applicatioo made under section

20,21 and 22 ifthe Council is satisfied thal-

(a) the applicant is not eligible for incorporation or registration
under sections 20,2l ot 22l'

(b) there is already in existence, a national sports association
or nationsl spons fcdcratioo responsible for the proposed

sports discipline ;

(c) the proposed name of the applicant is misleading or
discriminalory; or

(d) for any otherjustifiablc reasons.

(2) The Council shall, witbin thirty days and in writing, noti$
the applicant of the rejection of its application.

(3) A person aggrieved by the decision of the Council may,
withil twenty-one days from the date of the decision of the Council
and upon payment ofthe prescribed fees, appeal to the ribunal, whose
decision shall be final.

I

I
I
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U. Regloter of netiond sports orgenlsetlons
( t ) The Council shall keep and maintain a register for national

sports organisations.

(2) The register shall contain the following information-

(a) the name of the national sports organisation;

(b) the registcred office and address of thc national sports
organisation;

(c) lhe names of the persons managing the affairs of thc
nalional sports organisation;

(d) the national sporrs discipline the national sports association
or national sports federation govems;

(e) the national sports disciplines in which the community
sports club participates in; and

(f) any other in formation as may be prescribcd by the Minisrcr,
by regulations.

(3) The register may be accessed by the public upon payment

ofthe prescribed fee.

(4) The National Sports Organisation entercd on the register
shall rernain registered until-

(a) its registration is cancelled; or

(b) rhe National Sports Organisation is voluntarily by its own
decision deregistered, wound up or dissolved.

(5) A nationa! sports organisation sball in writing, notiry th€
Couocil aoy changes in its registered information.

23
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25. Revocrtion and suopenslon of nrdonal sports orgrniredon
(l) The rccognition or registralion or incorporation of a

national sports organisation may be suspended or revoked by tbe
Council where-

(a) the recognition or registration or iocorporation of the
national sports organisalion was obtaincd by Faud or
deception;

(b) the national sporls organisation no longer meets the
criteria for recognition or registratioo or incorporation as a
nalional sporls organisation;

(c) the national spons organisation is no longer recognised by
the intemational spons governing body or in lhe case of
3 s6mrnrrnity sports club, by the relevant national sports
association or national sports federation;

(d) the national sports organisatio[ no longer serves the
purpose for its recognition, registration or incorporation;

(e) thc aational sports organisation is insolvent.

(2) The Council shall before revoking or suspending the
recognition or rcgistration or incorporalion of a national sporls
organisation infonn the national sports organisation of its intention
and request the national sports orBanisation to show cause why its
recognition or registration or incorporatioo should not be suspended.

(3) The national +orts organisation shall, wi0in seven days
ofreceipt ofthe noticc refered to in subsection (2), rcspond in writing,
to the Couocil.

(4) The Council shall in deciding whether to revoke or suspend
the recogpition, registration or incorporation of tbe national sports
organisation, ooliry, in writing, the intemational sports governing
body to which thc nataonal spons organisation is affiliated to, if any.
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(5) The international sporls goveming body shall, within thirty
days of rcceipt of the notification referred to subscction (4), rcspond
to the noticc, in writing and thc Council may consider such respoose

when making a decision under this sectiotr.

(6) The Cormcil shall, before revoking the incorporation or
registration of the national spons association suspeod its operation
for a period not exceeding six months to enable lhe national sports
orgaoisation remedy the causes of the suspension.

(7) Whcrr after the expiration of the pcriod referrcd to in
subsection (6) the national sports organisation has not rernedied the
causes of suspension to the satisfaction of the Council, the Council
shall revoke the recognition or rcgistration or incorporation of the
national sports organisalion.

(8) Where the recognition, registration or incorporation of
the national sports orgatrisation is suspended or re\roked, the national
sports organisation shall cease operalions and the Council may request
the respective international governing body to appoint a normalization
committee to take over and control the affairs of tbe oational sports
disciplioe until the suspension terminates or until a new national sports
organisation is rcgistered by th€ Council.

26. Functions of tbe Drdonrl sports orgrnb.tioDs
(l) A national sports organisation shall perform the following

hrnctions-

(a) in the case of a community sporrs club, to-
(D protect the interests of iB constitueot members;

(iD participate in a sports discipline organized by
a national sports association or national sports
federalioo; and

(iii) own assels of that belong to the community sports
club;
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(b) in tbe case of a oational spons association or natiooal
spor6 federation, to-
(i) owo ass€ts tbat belong !o the national sports

federation;

(iD mafirge, develop, regulate, promote and protect
amateur in the case of a national sports associatioo
and in the case of a national sports federation, to
manage, develop, regrrlate, promote imateur and
professional sports in its reryec-tive sports discipline;

(iii) promotcandco.ordinateatl activitiesofitsrespective
spons discipline;

(iv) protect the int€rests of its constituent members;

(v) develop and manage the nalional teams, athlctes and
teams .€pres€Dting Uganda of the respective sporrs
discipline;

(vi) liaise with the Council to ensure the provision of thc
necessary facilities required ao promote the national
sports io Ugada;

(vii) organize and regulate sports competitions in the
respective sports discipline;

(viii) to &velop and enforce rules and regulations
governing the respective sporrs discipline;

(ix) to represcnt the sports discipline on thc National
Olympics Committee;

(x) to r€present Uganda on the intemational goveming
body for the sports discipline; and

(xi) to carry out any olher functions as empowered by
the constitution of the national sports association or
national sports federation.
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(2) Notwithstanding subsection (l), a national spors
organisation shall, with the written approval of the Council-

(a) organize or host a sports completion io Uganda;

(b) participate itr a sports comp€litiotr outside $e tenitorial
jurisdiction of Uganda;

(c) cnter or scnd the respective spons national team,
representative or iodividtul participaDt itr a sporls
competition outside the tenitorial jurisdiction of Uganda;

(d) hire a non.Ugandan expatriate to undcrtake any activity on
behalfof the national sports organisation or lhe respective
sports national team or club; or

(c) bc affiliated to an intemational sport governing body for
lhe respective sports discipline.

(3) A natiooal sports organisation intending to do aoy of
the activities under subsection (2) shall apply to the Council for
authorization.

(4) The Council shall within 6ve workings days from the date
ofapplication made under subsection (3) respond to the application by
either granting tbe autborization sought, with or without conditions, or
io writing, reject the ap,plicatioo.

(5) Where the Councit does not respond io the application
within the time prescribed in subsection (4), the ap,plication shall bc
deemed to have been gnnted.

(6) Where the Council rejects the application, the natiooal
sports organisatioo may app€al the decision to the tribunal, whose
decision shall be final.

27. lndependeoce of e nrtiooel sports orgrnlsefun
(l) A national spods organisation shall be indepcndent in

Oe-
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(a) performance of its functions, duties and thc exercise of its
powers; and

(b) anterpretatioo and application ofthc slatutes and regulations
of lhe sporting discipline as ser by Oe national sports
organisation itsclf or its rcspective intcmationa! affiliation
body.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection ( ! ), th€ Council may by notice
in writiog served oo a Dational spons orBatrisation give l,o lhe national
sports organisation directions consistent wiG the applicable laq the
rules of the sports discipline developod by the international goveming
body for the sporrs discipline and best sports practices to €nsure prop€r
adrninistration and management of lhe national sports organisation.

28. Generrl pnovisionc rclrtlng to netlond rpor8 orgrnisadons
(l) Each national sports discipline shall be organized,

promoted, regulated, managcd and superviscd exclusively by a
registered and recognised national sports association or trational sporrs
federation.

(2) The Couocil shall recopise, register or incorporate only
one national sports association or national sports foderation for each
national sports discipline.

(3) The name adopted by the natiooal sports organisalion shall
not be the sarne as the name adopt€d or used by another organisation,
person or entity.

(4) A national sporrs organisation sball conduct iB alfairs in
a transparent manner and with stsict compliance with the constitution
of the respective nstional sports organisation, the relevant laws and
lawful dfuections of the Council.

(5) The Council shall only recogpize leaders of national
sporls organisations that are elected or appointed in accordance with
thc coostitution of the respective national sporls organisatiotr and
registered with the Council. 
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(6) Whcrc a national sports organisation is unable to l'ulfill its
financial obligations to its creditors, the managcment of the national
sports organisation in accordance with its constitution or any creditor
may, in accordance with the lnsolvency Act, 201I may declare thc
national sporls orgatrisstion insolvent.

(7) The certificates ofregisration shall authorisc thc national
sports organisation to exercise the functions of a national sports
organisations prescribed in this Act.

(8) A person shall nol operate as a national spons organisation
unless recognised or registered or incorporated by the Council in
accordance with this Act.

(9) Any person wbo contsavenes this section commits an
offence and is liable, on conviclion, to a 6nc nol exceeding fivc
hundred currcncy points or imprisorunent for a period not exceeding
tluee years or to both 6nc and imprisonment.

29. Dlssoludon of r nadonel cports org.nl3.dor
(l) A national sports organisation may bc dissolved either

volunlarily or involuntarily in accordance with this Act.

(2) A national sports organisation may be dissolved by thc
Council where-

(a) the activities of the mtioDal sports organistion contravcnc
any of lhc provisions of this Act or any olher law; or

(b) the national spons oqganisation has acted agaiost the
security, uniry and t€rritorial integrity ofUganda.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), Oe memberc of a oational
sports organisation may voluntarily dissolve theb Organisation in
accordaoce with tbeir own Constitution.
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(4) In accordance wilh lhe respective constitution ofa national
sports organisation, lhe management ofa national sports organisation,
shall, within seven days of nraking the decision to dissolve a national
sports organisation, noti$ tbe Council, in writing.

(5) The Coucil may, upotr receipt of lhe notice referred to in
subsection (4). issue a c€rtifrcate ofdissolution to the respective national
sports organisation.

30. Compllence of nrtionel sport3 orZrnisetions wlth Act
(l) The Council shall annually conduct a compliance lest

on a national sports organisation to examine the national sports
oryanization's compliance wiu this Act or lhe constitution of the
national sports organisation.

(2) The compliance lest referred to in subsection (l) may be
carried out by lhe by the Council or by any other person or entity as

determined by thc Council.

(3) A national sporls oBanisation shall co-operate with Oe
Council or by a pcrson or cntity dctcrmined by rhe Council under
subsection (2).

(4) A nationa! sports organisation shall, within one montb of
bcing rcquested by the Council or the persm or etrtity appointcd by lhe
Council, submit to the Council or the penrotr or entity appointed by the
Council, information relating io any mattrr of int€rest to lhe Council
or thc person or entity appointed by lhe Council.

(5) The results of a compliance test shall be submitted to the

Council and the Council sball ir case take of non-compliance by a
national sports organisalion, inform the national sports organisation and
direct the national sports organisatioo !o rcmedy the non-compliance
immediately, but in any casc not later ninety days from the dale of
noti6cation of non-compliance.
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(6) Where a national sports organisation does not rernedy thc
causes of its non-compliance withio lhe time prescribed in subsection
(5), the Council shall suspend the activities of Oc national spons
organisation until it remedies the causes of its non-compliance.

(7',)

(a)

Where the activities ofa national sports organisation-

the Council shall infomr the interoational sporrs goveming
body to which thc national sports organisation is affiliated
to, the suspensiou ofa national spons organisation; and

natiooal sporB organisation shall be baned from receiving
any financial support from thc Council or any other person.

(b)

(8) Wbere a oational spons organisation is suspended under
subsection (6) for a period exceeding six months and the national spors
organisation does not, to the satisfaction of the Council, remedy the

causes of the suspension, the Counci! shall terminate lhe registration
and incorporation of the national sports organisation.

(9) A p€rson aggrieved by the decision of the Council under
this section rnay appeal the decision to the tribunal and lhe decision of
the tribunal shall be final.

31. Report on rctivides of neflonrl cports federodons
(l) A national sport federalion shall, wilhin four months of the

cnd of each finalrcial year, submit to the Council an annual rcport of
the activities and operstions ofa national sports federation.

(2) The reporr referred to in subsection (l) shall bc
accompanied with-

(a) financial statern€nts of a national sports federation,
includiog its auditd books ofaccounts;

(b) estimates ofrevenue and cxpenditure for the next financial
yeui

3l
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(c) a report on the activilies ofa national sporrs fed€ratioo;

(d) approved minutes oftbe annual general meeting ofa spons
federation;

(e) a copy ofthe constitution ofa national sports federation;

(f) a list ofmembers ofa national spons federalion;

(g) a list ofthe persons in administration ofa national sports
lbderation;

(h) a statement on the planned activities ofa national sports
federation;

(D a list of sponson of a natiooal sports federatioo !o b€
awarded ccrtificetc of sporls valuc addition; and

0) any other information as may requested by the Council or
as may be prescribed by the Minister, by regulations.

(3) The Council shall examinc the report and givc directions
to the national sports federation as Oe Council deems necessary.

Pmr IV-FrNeNchr PRovrsoNs

32. Duty to operrtc on round 6nancia! principhs
ln performing its functions under this Act, lhe Council shall have due
regard to sound financial principles.

33. Power to invest funds
The Council shall, with approval of the Minister responsible for
Finance, invest atry surplus money in cooformity wilh good commercial
principles.

34. Corocil to preprrre budget
(l) The General Secretary, three monlhs before the beginning

ofeach financial year, prepare and submit to fi€ Council for approval,
estimales ofthe income and expenditure of lhe Council.

t2
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(2) The estimates of income and expenditure approved under
subsection (l) shall be submitted to the Minister, for approval.

(3) The Council shall not incur any expenditure exceeding its
budget without the approval of the Mioister.

35. Accou ntability for funds
(l) The Council shall keep proper books of accounls and

records of ils transaction and affairs.

(2) The Council shall preparc annual accounts within thrcc
months ofthe close of its 6nancia! ycar and shall promptly submit the
accounts to the Auditor General.

(3) The Audior General shall audit the accounts within two
months of receipt of the annual accoutrls of the Council , and shall
submft the repon otr the ardited accounts !o Parliarnent.

36. Finrmirl yerr.
The fnancial ycar ofthc Council shall bc thc twclvc months bcginning
on the first day offuly ofeach year and ending on thc last day ofJune
in thc following caleodar year.

37. Compliance witb Oe Publlc Finence Mrn.genent Acr, 2015
The Council shall at all times comply with the provisions of the Public
Finance Management Act, 20 I 5.

38. Fioencid Management of nrtlonel sports orgenisrtlons
( I ) A national sports organisation that shall keep proper books

of accounts and records of its trarsaction and affairs and repon about
the finances rcceivcd in accordance with this Act.

(2) A national sports organisation shall in discharge of irs
functions have regard to sound financial and commercial principles.
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(3) A national s?orts orgaoisation shall cause l,o be prepared
and submilted lo the Council , a slatement of accounts including-

(a) balance sheet, an income and cxpcndiore account and a
source and application of funds statement; and

(b) any other information in respcct oflhc financial affairs of
the national sporls organisation as the Minister may, by
statutory instsume!trt, prescribe.

39. Funds of oedon.l sports orgrnbraiotrs
(l) A national ryorts organisation may solicit, receive and

utilize 6nancial resources or assisiance from a domestic or intemational
sourcc.

(21 Without limiting the general efrect of subsectioo (l), lhe
funds ofa national sporB organisation may consist of-

(a) grants, gifts, donations, loans or otber endowments given
to a national sports organisation;

(b) dividends or income from investrnents or from lhe
sale, lease and disposal of property by a oational sports
orga[isation;

(c) funds made available to a national sporls orgadsation by
the Council ; or

(d) frrnds from any olher sourcc receivod by the nalional
sports association or sports club in the perfonnance of its
fuactions under this Act.

40. Vcstlng of property ln nrtional sportr .ssocLdons
(l) All property belonging to a national sports organisation

shall vest in the national sporls organisation and shall be registered in
the name of the national sports organisation.

34



Bill No.34 Notionol Sports Bill 2021

(2) The property belonging to a national spons oBanisatiolr
shall only be applied for the activities of the natiooal spons organisation
or for activities that benefit the national sporrs organisation and its
memberc.

(3) hoperty belonging to a national sports orgaoisation shall
not be sotd, transferred, assigncd or otherwise disposed of except as

provided for in the constitution of tbe national sports organisation.

41. Assct regirter ofr natlonel sports orgrnloadon
(l) A national sports orga[isation shall keep and maintain an

asset register for all assets ownod by the national sporls organisation.

(2) The asset register shall be regrrlarly up dated by the
rnanagement ofa national sports orgatrisation and may be accessible
by the public.

Penr V-SerrLeueNT oa Sponrs Drsptms

42. Appointmetrt of tribunrl
(l) The Council may, upoo request or on its own volition,

appoint a tribunal to ddcrmirc a sports dispute betwe€n-

(a) the Council and a national sports organisation;

(b) a national sports organisation and its meobers; and

(c) nationalsportsorganisations;

(21 Notwithstanding subsection (l), where a sports dispurc
arises between a national sports association and its members or any
other person, the parties to the sports dispute rnay request the Council
to appoiot a fibunal to determirc the spons dispute between the
panies.

(3) The Council shall provide and regularly update a list of
arbitralors from whom a panel of arbilratos may be appointcd under
subsection (l) and (2).
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(4) A person shall not be qualified to be included on the list of
aditrators refened !o in subsection (3) unless that person-

(a) is a judge or justice of a court of judicature in Uganda
qualifies for appointment as a judge orjustice ofa court of
judicature of the High Courr;

(b) is an advocates of the High Court; or

(c) has experience in football adminislration or management.

(4) The Council shall publish the list referred to in subsection
(2) in the gazenc and a newspapcr of wide national circulation.

43. Costs of erbltredon
(l) Each party to a sporls dispute shall bear the costs it incurs

during arbitration.

(21 Notwithstanding subsection (l), every oational sporls
organisation shall pay an annual arbitration fee to the Council.

(3) The Minister may by, statutory insturrent, prescribe the
amount of lhe ,nnual arbiration fee referred to in subsection (3).

(4) The Council shall apply the annual arbitration fees rcfcncd
to in subsection (2) to oEset lhe cosls of a tribunal appointed by the
Council in subsection (l).

U. Arbitrrtion to be provided ir consdtuton
(l) There shall be a provision in the constitution of every

national sports orBaDisatior-

(a) recogliziog the jurisdiction of a ribunal ap,pointed in
this Act and obligating the senlement of sports disputes
between the national sports organisation and its memben,
by lhe Tribunal;
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(b) recognizing the decision ofthe a uibunal appointed in this
Act as final;

(c) obligaring a national sports organisation and its members
lo resp€ct and comply with Oe decisioo of the tribunal;
and

(d) prohibiting the settlement of sports disputes between thc
national sports orgaoisation and its members by courts of
judicature, including the interpretation and application
of the constitution and regulations of the oatioml sports
organisation.

(2) A constitution ofa Dadonal spons organisalion that deviares
or does nol make provision for the maners referred to in subsection (2)
shall be oull and void.

(3) The Couocil shall not recognize, register or iocorporatc a
natioDal spor6 organisation that does not itrclud€ provisioos prescribed
in subsection (2) in their respective CoDstiaudons.

45. Constltutlon of r trlbunel
Save as olherwise agreed upon by the paflies to r dispute or thc
Council, a tribunal shall comprise of an odd number of members, not
exceeding five.

46, Powerr ofa tribuod
( I ) A ribunal appointed under this Act shall make such orders

and give such directives as it considets necessary.

(2) A tribunal may, on its own volition or upon application by
an aggrieved party, review its judgmens or orders.

(3) Judgmens and ordcrs ofthe tribunal shall bc exccuted and
enforced in Oe same manner as judgoents and orders of thc High
Court.
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(4) A ribunal may, in determining disputes under this Act,
apply alternative dispute r€solution methods for sports disputes
and provide expertise and assistance rcgarding alternative disprte
rcsolution to the parties to a dispute.

47. Procedure of e tribunal
(l) The tribunal shall meet as and when there is need to

exercisc is jurisdiction under this Act.

<2) A decision ofthe ribunal shall be binding ifit is supported
by a majority of the rnembers of the ribunal.

(3) A witness before the t'ibrrnrl shall have the sarne
immunities, obligations and privileges as a witoess before tbe High
Court.

(4) The lribunal shall conduct its proceedings without
procedural fionnality but shall observe thc rules of natural justice.

(5) Exccpt as prcscribcd in this Act, the tribunal may regulate
its own procodure.

Penr Vl--OrreNces er.ro Pruurres

48. Probibltton of unlrwfrrl ulllizrtlon of commercirl rights
(l) A person who utilizes or enjoys the commercial rights of

national sports organisation witbout lhe wrinen consetrt of a national
sports organisatioa commits an oflrrce and is liable, on conviction,
to imprisonment for a period not exceeding fve years or to a 6ne not
exceeding one hundred and twenty currcncy points, or to both fine and
imprisonment.

(21 A person who contravenc suhcction (l) shall, in addition
to the fine or penalty imposed under subsection (l), pay a narional
sporls organisatioo damages and compcnsation for the loss suffered by
the national spons orBanisarion. 
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49. Prohibialon ofelecfoDlc medh producdon ofsporting evenls
rnd competltlons
(l) A person who, without authorization ofa national sports

orgaoisation, captures by camera the still or moving picores or records
by an audio recorder, activities al an event or competition orgarised
by a oational sporrs organisation or th€ member of a national sports
organisation commits an olfence and is liable or conviction, to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding five ycars or to a 6ne not
exceeding onc hundred and tworty currency points, or to borh fine and
imprisonment.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (l ) shall, in addilion
to the fine or penalty imposed under subsection (l), pay a national
spons organisation damages and compensatioo for thc loss suffered by
the natiooal sporrs oryanisatioa.

50. Prohlbition ofbroedcmt ofsportitrg evenas rod compctitions
(l) A p€rson who, without the authorizatim of a national

spons organisation, broadcasts ao evenl or competition organiscd
by a national sports organisation commits an offence and is liable on
conviction, to imprisonmcnt for a period nol exceeding five ycars or
to a fine not cxceeding one hundred and twenty curcncy poins, or to
both fine and imprisonment.

(2) A percon who contravenes subsection ( I ) shall, in addition
to the frne or penalty imposcd under subsection (l), pay thc national
sports o4ganisation damages and compensatioo for the loss suffered by
the national sports orga[isation.

(3) Notwithsaoding subsection (l), the Minister shall, acting
on tbe advice of tbe Council , by statutory instrument, regulate the
broadcasting ofevents and compelitions by media house.

51. Prohlblalon of de.lirg wath counterfeit Mrterhls
(l) A person whe
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(a) imports, maoufactures, disributes, produces, disbibutes,
sells or offers for sale or trades or displays for sale any
coutrterfeited Ugandao sporls braoded materials, attire,
apparel or any other item without the authorization of a
national sports organisation;

O) has in his or her possession or has on his or her body or
aoy part of the body any count€rfeited Ugandan sports
branded materials, atlire, apparel or any other itern;

commits an offeace and is liable on conviction, to imprisonment for a
period not exceeding five years or to a fine not exceeding one hundred
and twenty currency poin6, or to both fine and imprisonment.

(2) A person who contsavenes subsection ( I ) shall, in addition
to the 6ne or penalty imposed under subsection (l), pay the national
sports organisation damages and compensation for tbe loss suffered by
the national sports organisation.

52. Prohibition of unlrwfrrl 1cr1es3 to sports events rnd
compeddonr
( | ) A 6rson who, without authorization, enters, stays, remains

or allows a person lo eoter, slay, rernain or acc€ss a sports event or
competition organised by a oational sporls orgadsation commits an
offence and is liable on conviction, to imprisonment for a period not
exceeding five ycars or io a 6ne not exceeding one hundred and twcnty
curency poins, or to both 6ne and imprisonment.

(2) A person who contravenes subeection (l) shall, in addition
to the fine or penalty imposcd under subsection (l), pay the national
sports organisation damages and compensation for thc loss sufrered by
the national sports organisation.

53. Prohibidon of unruthorized use of sporle r,erultr in betting
(l) A person licensed under the Loneries and Gaming Act,

2015 shall not allow betting on sports action or use resulls of sporls

40



Bill No.34 Nationol Spors Bill 2021

compctitions orgaDized or authorized by a national sports organisation
withour the written authorization ofa nationa! sports organisation.

(2) A pcrsoo who contravenes subsection (l) corunits an

offencc and is liable, on conviction, !o a fine not exceeding two
thousand curency points orto imprisonment for a period not exceeding
tcn years, or to both finc and imprisonmcnt.

(3) A person who contsavenes suh€ction ( I ) shall, in addition
to the fine or pcnalty imposed under subsection (2), pay the national
sports organisation damages and compcnsation for thc loss suffered by
the national spons organisation.

54. Probibition of bcnirg by 3peca6ed perroos
(l) Apetson, being-

(a) a malch omcial, referec, umpire, march adjudicator or any
such person whatever name callcd;

(b) a coach, trainer or any such person what€v€r trame called;

(c) an atblete, footballer, participant in sports discipline or
any such person whatever namc called;

(d) thc ourner ofa sports club;

(e) a member of the national sports association; or

(0 an employee of a national sporls association or sports
club;

shall not bet or advise a person on any bening activity in relation to
a sporls activity, event or competition organized by a national sports
organisation.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (l) commits an
ofrence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a period not
exceeding ten years.
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55. Mrnipulrtion of sports rcallt or compedaioo
(l) A person who manipulatcs a sports result or course ofa

sports comp€tition commils an offence and is liable on conviction to
imprisonment for five years.

(2) For purposes of subsection ( I ), a person shall be taken to
manipulate a sports result or the course of a sports competition where
lhal persot}-

(a) directly or bdirectll p,romises, offers or gives any undue
advaotage to another person with the aim of improperly
altering the result or course of a sports competition;

O) directly or hdirectly, solicils or accepls any undue
advantage, promise or offer, for himselfi, herselfor for any
other p€rson, with the aim of improperly altering the result
or course of a sporls competition; or

(c) predetermines a sporting oocunencc or result of a sports
competition;

(d) acls in a manner that ensures the occurrence of any
improper performance, act, omission or an outcome whicb
is the subject of an illegal bet relating to a sport or any
sporthg evetrq

(e) providcs confidential information relating to a sport or
a sportitrg event to atry person and the person to whorn
information is provide4 uses tbe infonnation to improperly
alter the result or course ofa sports competition;

(0 receives money or any other reward or benefit individually
or collectively !o uoderperfom or to withdraw a sports
complction or event;

(g) being the umpire, match adjudicator, match referee or
any other person by whatever neme 65lls{, deliberately
misapplies the rules of the sport or sporting eveot for
financial reward or beneft; or
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(b) being a curalor, a member ofa venue slaff, ground stat'
or suppo staff or any person in charge ofa turf, playing
ground or playing surface, by whatever name called,
receives a financial reward or bencfit to prepare any turf,
ground or playing surface of any sport or sporthg event
in a manner that alters the result or coume of a sports
competition.

(3) A person wbo knows or has reason to believe tbat a person
has commitrd or intends to commit an olfence uoder zubsection (l)
shall report the matter to the police, the Council or other authorized
person.

(4) A person who knows or has reason ao believe that a pcrson
has committed or iolends to commit an offence and does not report to
police, Council or other authorized penlon as required in subsection
(3), commits an offcncc and is liable on conviction to imprisonmcnr
for 6ve years or a fine not exceeding fivc thousand currency points or
to both fnc and imprisonment.

(5) A person who repons the Council ofan ofrence under this
section shall be treated a whistleblower and shall be protected from
victimization.

(6) A person who victimizes a person who has r€portcd an
offence as required in subsection (3) commits aa offeme and is liable
on conviction to imprisonment for frve years.

56. Prohibition of dopiog
(l) A sportspemon who uses, consumes or has in his or her

possession a substance or method of sport banned by the World Anri-
Doping Agency commits an olfence and is liable, on conviction, to
imprisonment for a period not cxceeding five years.
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(2) A personwhr
(a) admioistem to a sporrsperson a zubstance or a method of

sport binned by the World Anti-Doping Agcncy;

O) encourages the use ofa substance or a method of sport
banned by the World Aoti-Dopiog Ageocyi or

(c) sells, displays for sell or has in his or her possessioo a

substance or a method of sport banned by the World Arti-
Doping Agency,

commits an offeoce and is liable, on conviction, to imprisonment for a
period not exceeding five ycars.

(3) A sportsperson convicted ofan offence under subsection
(l) shall, in addition to the penalty prescribed in subsections (l) and
(2) be banned from parricipatiog in amateur or professional sport
for a period as may be determined by the Committee or any other
government anti-doping body.

(4) Io this section, a "sporlsperson" meaos a person
participating in a sporting evetrt or sports competition organizcd by
a national sports organisation or regulated by an intcrnational sporls
governing body.

37. Prohibltion of ects of vaolence end hoollgenbm
(l) A person who, while being a spectator at a sponing event

or sports competition organized by a national sports organisation, does

any act-
(a) calculated to lead to destruction or damage lo

any property;

that leads to physical injury to any pcrson;

tbat disturbs the peace and order at a sporting evetrt or
sports comp€tition;

tA
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(d) with intflt to disrupt a sportiDg event or competition or to
intimidate or annoy any p€rson or a match official, referee,
umpire, match adjudicator, coach, traioer, an athlete,
foolballer or participant in sports discipline or any such
penon whatever name called-
(i) threatens to or injures, assauhs, shoots, strikes or

unlawfully restrains such a person;

(iD throws or casts a projectile, a liquid or a substance
upon such a penon, or otherwise applies any such
fluid or any mancr to such a person;

(iiD incites any person to do an act of violence against
such person;

(iv) abuses, uses obscene language or gesture or does
any indecent act aimed at such a person;

commiB an offeoce aod is liable, on conviction, to imprisonment for a
period not cxcccding tcn ycars or to a 6ne not cxceeding four hundred
and eighty currency points or to both finc and imprisonment.

(2) A person convicted of an offence under subsectioo (l)
shall, in addition lo the peoalty prescribed in subsection (!F

(a) be banncd from participating io or attending spor6 cvcnls
and competitions for a period not exceeding three years;
and

O) make good tbe loss and damage sulfered by any person as

a result of the unlawful action.

58. Offences committed by lcgel persons
(l) A legal person shall be deerned to comrnit an offenoe

under lhis Act if the act or omission constiauting the offence was
committ#

(a) by a sharcholder, director, cmployee, mamger, oflicer or
any other principal officer or natural peson in the legal
peBonwhr
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(i) has the powcr to r€prescnt lhe legal person;

(iD Oe authority to take docisions on behalf ofthe Iegal
person; or

(iii) has authority to exercise control over the affairs of
the legal p€rson; or

(b) for the benefit ofthe legal person.

(2) The liability ofa legal person shall not exclude criminal
proceedings against a natural person who-

(a) participates in the Council ofan offence; or

(b) actually, does the act or omission that constitule an offence
under Ois Act.

(3) Wherc an offance prescribed under this Act is commined
by a legal person, court shall-

(a) hold a shareholder, director, employee, manager, officer
or any olher principal officer in the legal person !o be
res?onsible for the actions ofth€ l€gal person and thereforc,
liable for the offence commined and punished as provided
in this Act; and

(b) in addition to any penalty stipulated in lhc r€levant
provision-

(D impose a penalty not excecding tw€nty thousand
cuneocy points on each counti

(iD order for the cancellation of the registration of the
legal person as a corporate My; or

(iii) temporarily or permatrently disqualiS lhe legal
person from tbe practice ofany commercial acrivity.
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59. tmposltion of rdmlniotrrfive penrltles
(l) The Council, may in addition to or as atr al@rnative lo the

prescribed penalty, impose administrative penalties on a person, body
or entity Oat infringes the Eovisions of this Act.

(2t The adminisuative penalties imposed by the Council sball
not exceed the fine imposed for brcach of the relevant provision of this
Act and where no 6nc is imposed, the administrativc pcnalty shall not
exceed five hundred currency points.

60. Geoeral Penrlty
A person who contravenes a provision of this Act for wbich no
penalty has bcen prcscribed shall, on conviction, bc liablc to a fine not
exceeding one hundrcd currency points or imprisonment for a period
not exceeding one year.

Penr VII-MrsceLLANEorJs

61. Abscnce ofo nrtioorl rportr orgrnlsrtlon
(l ) Where a national sports discipline-

(a) has no respective national sports organisation to regulate
or maoage or promot€ il;

(b) has its respective nalional sports organisation de-registercd
by the Council as provided for in this Act; or

(c) has its respective natioaal sports organisation dissolved or
wound up,

the Council shdl, itr co$ultation wilh the intemational sports
govcrning body to which the oational sporrts discaplirc is meant to bc
alhliated, appoint a committee to manage the alfain of the national
sports organisation and undertake processcs lcading to the creation
of a substantive national sports oryanisation for the natiooal spons
discipline.

47



Bitl No.34 National Sports Bill 2021

(2) The Council may, in addition to or as an altemative
to subsectioo (l), ake cuslody of the assets of the national sports
organisation until a Dational sport organisation is established,
incorporated or r€gistercd as required in this Act.

62. Condnratlon of the Nationel Olymplcs Committee
( | ) Thc National Olympics Commincc in exislence

immediately before the commencem€nt of this Act is continued in
exis(ence subject to the provisions of this Act.

(21 The National Olympics Committee shall be a body
corporate with perpenral succession and an official seal and may, for
the discharge of its functions under this Act-

(a) acquire, hold and dispose of movable and immovable
prop€rty;

(b) sue and be sued in its corporat€ trame; and

(c) do all acts and things as a body corporale may lawfully
do.

(3) The National Olympics Committee shall comprise of-
(a) a r€presentative ofthe Council ;

(b) a represetrtative from each of the national sports
orgaoisations governing an Olympics sport; and

(c) aoy other penno as prescribed in lhe constitution of the
National Olympics Comminee.

(4) The Minister shall, by statutory instsument, prescrib€ lhe
functions and management of tb€ National Olympics Committee.

63. Mltrisaer to catrblish Netlond Al$Doplng Commlttee
( I ) The Minister may, by statutory instrumeDt, eslablish a

National Anti-doping Comminee.
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(2) The Anti-doping Committee shall develop and implement
policies, systems and procedures lo ensure proper implonentation of
policies and programs agaiost dopiog in sports.

(3) Thc Minister shall, by surtutrory instsumenl, prescribe the
functions and management of the Anti-doping Committee.

U. Irterreliooal Alfilietion of netiorel sports orjerisation
(l ) A nataonal sporrs organisation may, io accodance with this

Act, affiliate with an intcmational sports goveming body responsible
for the relevant sports discipline.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt" a national sports organisation
thal is afrliated !o intemational sports goveming body shall, in
accordance with this Act, continue to bc amliated to that intemational
sports governing body.

(3) For purposcs of alfiliating to an intemaaional spons
govcming body, the certificatc of incorporation or registration issued
to a national sports organisation shall, in addition to otter requiremenrs
that may be prescribed by the Minister, by rcgulations, bc required and
submined prior to approval of affiliation by the Council.

(4) The intcrprelationandapplicarionofthisActshallrecognisc
the provisions ofthc statutes and regulatioos ofthe international sports
goveming body to which a national spors organisation is affiliated ro.

55. Mrnegeoent of 3pork aerns rnd etbhtes h lnternational
cportr compctltlone
(l) A national team shall only be consinrted by a national

sporb association or a national sports federatioo for a recognised
sports discipline.

(2> A national sports association or a natioDal sporls federation
shall be responsible for developing, selecting, surnmoning and
managing the national team or a representative tesm for tbe respeclivc
spor6 discipline.
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(3) Anational sports association ora national sports federation
shall regulate the maoagement ofa national t€am and a reprcs€ntative
team for the respective sports discipline.

(4) Without limiting lhe general effect of subsectioo (2), a

national sports association or a national sports federation shall-

(a) be responsible for selecring the sporls national teams;

(b) hcilitate the preparation and participation of a sports
national team and sports oational r€presenlatives in
international sporls eveots and compe{itions;

(c) finance a sports national tcam and national rcprescntatave

teams participating in international sports competitiotrs
and cvenls

(d) facilitate lhe preparation and participation of lhe sports
national team representing Uganda in intemational sporas

competitions;

(e) mobilise, solicil and manage funds of the sports national
team, including funds received from the Govemment to
finance lhe expenses of the sports national team;

(f) manage the welfare of mernbers of lhe national sports
teamsi

(g) employ and appoint coach and other technical personnel
for thc national sports teams; and

(h) coordinate Government and lhe Council 's involvement in
matters relating to a sports national team.

(5) A national sports association ora national sporrs federation
shall seek the written approval of the Council to prior te

(a) entering or participating the sports national team or
individual athletes in intemational sports compaidons;
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(b) hostinB an hternational tcam in any competilioo orgaoised
by a national sports association or national spons
fed€raliou or

(c) hiring a non-citizen to provide technical expertise to a

mtional sporls organisation or one of its constinreol clubs
or teams.

(6) The Minisler shall by slatutory instrument regulate
thc manageroent of national teams and athletes in multi.discipline
intemational sportang evef, ls and competitions.

6. Vecting of cports anfn3tructure ln tbe Councll
(l) All thc public land allocated to sports activities, spons

stadia, buildings and sports intasructure owned by Government shall
vest in the Councal.

(2) Land titles aod ownership docrunentations of the public
land and spons infrastnrcnre shall be mnsfefied aod issued in the
names of Oe Council.

(3) The Couocil shall keep, maintain, repair aod manage all
public sports infrastructue.

(4) A local Goverament shall gazette and set aside public
land to be used for promotion and devclopment of sporrs and the
establishment of public sports itrfrostructure.

(5) The Council shall not lease, pledge, sale or otherwise
encumber the land allocated for sports activities, a spons stadium
or aoy olher sports infrashrcture owned by Government without the
approval of Parliament.

(6) The Council shall only apply Oe tust property and any
income derived from the trust property 0o or for the purposes of the
trust and if any land forming tbe whole or part of the trust property
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shall be sold, tbe proceeds of th€ sale shall be paid and applied in such
mamer as lhe Minister, with the advice of the Council, shall dirrcl

(7) This section shall oot ap,ply to laod governed by the
Nakiwbo War Memorial Stadium Tnrsr Act, Cap. 47.

67. Effeca of registretloo on erlstirg sporb ossocirdoDs or
federations

(l) Upon the registration and incorporation of an cxisting Sports
Association or Federation under lhis Aa-

(a) all lan4 buildings, rights, funds, securities and credits
possessed or owned by a national sporls organisation and

benefit of all conmcts entered into by a national sports
orgsnisation prior to the comme,ncement of this Act,
shall vest in a national sports organisation as they were
previously vesled io that national sports organisation prior
to lhe commencement of tbis Act.

O) all righls, powers, liabililies and duties, whether arising
under any wrinen law or otherwise, which immediately
beforc the commencement of this Act were vested in,
imposed on or enforceable by or against a national sports
organisarion prior to the commencement of this Acl, shall
be vested in, imposed on or be eaforceable by or againsl
that national sports organisation as thcy existed prior to
the commencement of this Act.

68. Report on enforcement of thls rct
Thc Council shall annually prepare and submit to tbe Minister, a re,port

on the enforcement of this Aa.

69. ReperlofCap4S
( I ) The National Council of Sports Act, Cap. 48 is repealed.
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(2) Notrritbstaoding the repeal of the National Council of
Sports Act-

(a) all persons who, immediately before the commencemenl
of this Act, were employed in the Council shall continue
to be ernployed under this Act;

(b) thc tcrms and conditions, including the salary, on which
a p€rson r€fened to in paragraph (a) is employed after
lhe commencement of this Act shall be oo less favorable
than those that applied to that person's office immcdiately
before thc commencemcnt of this Act;

(c) all property, ass€ts, righrs and interests of the National
Council of Sports under the revoked Act shall vest in the
Council; and

(d) all obligations and liabilities subsisting against lhe National
Council of Spons under the revoked Act shall continue to
subsist against the Council.

(3) Any pending court proceedings, court actions, judgments
or court orders which were enforceable by or against the National
Council of Sports immediately before lhc commeocement of this Act,
and are connected with the assets vested in the Council or the fructions
ofthe Council , shall be enforceable by or against the Council as they
would have been enforced by or against the National Council of Spons
immediately before the comrnencement of this Act

(4) Subject to this Acl, anything commemed under the
revoked Act may bc continued aod completed under this Aa.

10. Saviogs rnd lrersltlonal Provislooc
( I ) A national sports association or a national sporrs federation

in existence immediately before the commencemcnt of this Act shall
continue to exist as if the same had bccn incorporated un&r this Act
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(2) A national sports association ora national sports federation
existing immediately before thc commencement of this Act shall,
wilhin six months from the commencement of this Ac! comply with
the provisions of this Act relating to incorporation and registration of
national sports associations or national sports lbderations and shall bc
issucd wath a certi6cate of incorporation or registration as rr4uircd by
this Act.

(3) Laod, buildings, rights, funds, securities and credits
possessed or owncd by and the bcnefrt ofall contracts enter€d into by
a nalional sporls association or national sports federation prior to the
commetrcement of thisAct, shall vest in that natiotral sports association
or national sports lbderation as they were previously vested in lhat
national sports association or oational sports federation prior to lhe
commencement of this Act.

(4) All rights, powers, liabilities and duties, whether arising
under any written lrw or othenrise, which immediately beforc thc
commencem€nt of this Act were vested in, imposed on or enforceable
by or against a national sports associatioo or nalional sporls f€d€ration
prior to the commeocerneot of this Act shall be vested in, imposed on or
bc enforceable by or against that national sporls association or mtional
spons federation as they existed prior to the commenceinent of this Act.

(5) A national sports associataon or federation which fails to
fulfill the requirements for registration or incorporation of national
sports organisations within tbe tirne prescribed in subsection (2) shall
bc dcemed to have ceascd to cxist as a national sporls organisation
except that where-

(a) an application for registration has been rnade and has not
beetr reject€d; or

(b) an appeal has been lawfully made and remains
uodetermioed,

the national sports association or federation shall continue to exist
until rhe Council or the ribuoal determines the slatus ofthe applicant.
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(6) Where a national sporrs association or fedcralion ceases to
exist under subscction (l), thc Council shall by notice in tlrc gazette

inform thc general public ofthe cessation of cxistcncc ofthe national
spons association or federation.

(7) A person interested in incorporating or rcgistering national
sports association or federation shall comply with Oe provisions of
tbis Act relating to registsation and incorporation of national sports
assoc iations or federatioos.

71. Regulatlons
The Minister may, after consuhation with the Council , by slatutory
insmrment, make regulations for better carrying into efrect thc
purposes and provisions of this Act atrd, in parricular, for the following
maners-

(a) the esublishment, iocorporation and registration of
trational sports associations and federations;

the fuDctions of national sports associaaions and
federations;

the establishment aod composition of national committees,
including subcommittces, othcr thao committees of
national associations;

th€ management and control of the Fund, the National
Olympics Comrnittee and the Natioml Anti-doping
Committee; and

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e) the operation and procedures ofthe ribunal.

72. Amendmeraofschedules
The Minister may, by statutory insrument and with the approval of
Cabinet, amend the Schedules to this Act.
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Bill No.34 Nationol Sports Bill

SCHEDULE t

Curncncy Poiot

A cunrocy poiDt is equivalaot io TwcDty Thousand Shillings.

2021

Section 2
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Nationol Sports Bill

SCHEDI,ILE 2

NATIONAL SP'ORTS DISCIPLIN ES

2021

Section l9

Aocrican Football

Archery

Athlelics

Badmintoo

Boseball and Softball

Baskelball

Body Building and Fitness

Boxing

Caooc Kayak

Chess

Cricket

Cycling

Dans

DeafSpons

Dragon Boar

Draughts

Fencing

Floorball

Football

Golf
Gymoastics

Haodball

Hockey

Judo

Kabadi

Kick Boxing
Lscrosse
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39
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47
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Nationol Sporrs Bill 202t

Ludo

Moor Sports Associations

Netball

Paralympic

Pool

Roll Ball

Rowing

Rugby

Scrabble

Skoting

Spons Climbing

Squash Rackets

Swimming

Tablc Teonis

Tackwondo

Tennis

Ullimrle Frisbce

University Spofls

Vollcyball

vx
Wei8hrliftinB

Woodball

Wrcsding

Zurkhanch Sporrs.
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